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1. What are Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps?

Large scale, 21 x 25 in., maps of each city
block with building details

Bound In volumes

Color-coded according to construction
material

Usually on a scale of 50 feet to an inch

Used by fire insurance companies to assess
risk for properties
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Typical Sanborn maps include
e Business and building names

 Building footprints and construction
materials

e Addresses, new and old

e Street names and dimensions

* Types of businesses

e Churches, schools, and public buildings
» Rallroads, parks, rivers, and viaducts

e Addition and subdivision names
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2. History

Fires, a hazard of the
Industrial revolution,
often caused uninsured
property owners to
suffer great financial
loss. To protect against
such calamity, fire
Insurance companies
sprang up all over the
U.S.
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Policy writers, however,
could not always inspect
properties in person. In
1866, D. A. Sanborn, an
enterprising surveyor in
Massachusetts, began
creating specialized
maps to help under-
writers evaluate the risks.
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e The standardized maps in
color-coded detall include
number of stories, windows
and doors, construction
material, hydrants, street
elevation, and much more.

e Over the years, surveyors
with the company created

.ﬂ.r.ﬁ-ﬂw.a.... pw 2 |

maps for more than 12,000 ; -f’.".*“‘_jj"“':-fg.;;_ ﬁ;,ﬁ; |
American cities and towns. L@ '
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Sanborn’s company eventually became known

simply as the Sanborn Map Company and today
specializes in geographic information systems.

1.866.5ANBORN | www.sanborn.com
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The tens of thousands of fire
Insurance maps published by
the Sanborn company up to
the 1950s have become a

treasured resource for
e Historians
e Genealogists
 Environmentalists
» Archaeologists
e Students and
e Others
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e The Missouri Valley
Special Collections
(MVSC) has 20 bound
Sanborn Fire Insurance
Maps volumes for
Kansas City, 1895-1957.

 These have been
digitized and are online
at
under Maps.
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3. Using the maps
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» Each Kansas City volume Bl gur AL | Wiroh At G,
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has two dates. The first NS g
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Indicates date of creation.
The second reflects when
the last correction was
made, I1.e. Vol. 1, 1895-

1907.

» |t was costly to reprint the
maps. If changes
occurred, correction slips
were pasted over the
original.
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noted on a

table on the
Key page.
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The Key page also
Indicates what
areas of the city
are covered In the
volume. The
number refers to
the sheet In the
volume for that
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The Key provides
explanations for the
various symbols
and colors on the
maps.
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b el e e

on fire escape. Flre engine house,

as shawn on key map.
. Fire alarm box. @ Fire pump.
@ Singlehydrant (36)Underpa $e number
H@ Double = refers fo corresponding
page of previous edilion.

‘//. TFIPIE ”
/y. , Quadruple hydrant tofthe. ngh Pressure fire Service”

Fire alarm box of the High Pressure fire Service”

'*’f’fﬁfcff_ﬁ)WafEr’plpBS of’rheHigh Pressure Fire Service’
el » andhydrants of the
H|gh Pressure fire Service’as shown onkey map.
—cweee | Water pipes and size ininches.

fire proof construction. = —Farsrrsres
(oR Fﬁzwasuwzcuu STH) 100TS REPRESENT 0 Indow opening in first story.
1STEMS INDICATE ST Window openings in second and third stories

| COUNTING FROM LEFT
Adabe building. i TORIGHT, LODKING Window openings in second and fourth stories.

e TOWARD BUI
Stone building. o 5 |_ Windows with wired §lass.
Concrete, lime, cinder or Windows with iron or tin clad shutters.
cement brick Window openings tenth 1
Hollow concrete or cementblock consin e P d“StS eninto
[[teone] ] Concrefe orreinforced conorefe consfn NENYESECONT SIOries: mr :m
e Tiebuilding. pen elevator. :
[T, Brick hu\ldmgwﬁh[rame cornice. rame enclnsed elevator. [“mm‘g‘:
W " « stone front. " wi'hfraps Non:uuunss; %
”» » frame side.
"(OWIDED BY FRAME PARTITION) IE! » « selfclosing %raps
Brick veneered building. @ Enncreie h\nck enclosed elevator with fraps. 5'iron chimney
+» andframe building. (165 Tile enclosed elevator with self closing fraps. OwiTwsmarinsesron
Frame building, brick lined. [BEY Brick enclosed elev.with wired glass door. Eﬁnckchmney
e o el dad A
[Drewerone ] Frame building it
FrTTa)| lrm"hiui':[dlwg : Block 428 \lertical steam boiler.
o] ety S a0 Stk
M Frame building covered with ashestos Qe Vertical pipe or stand pipe. (0.4) Open under.

Autamatic fire alarm. Siamesafite dsph

Brick building with brick or mefal cornice. LEP Independent electric plant. @ connection

Fire wall 6 inches above roof. (45) Automatic sprinklers. Sindle fire dept.
" . & P I r }-O c%nneuhon
() Automatic chemical sprinklers.

Automatic sprinklers inpart of building only.
(NOTE UNDER SYMBOLINDICATES PROTECTED PORTION OF BUILDING)

S| e A

36
swes g MUres 8, I2 Iﬁ mdacarsthlckness 187 ONLY

Ry of walli Mo s ra. Reference to
T Wallwﬂhuur upenm\;andsme ininches. @ RUSPHITETE adjoining

Wall with openings onfloorsas designated. %Dutslde vertical pipe page.
Upanmgwwh singleiron orfin clad dunr on fire escape. Flra engine house,

» dooleiron » » o doors. (@) Fire alarm box. + s chovn ankey map.

« standard fire doors. (@) fire pump.

@ Single hydrani (36)Under page number

Openings with wired glass doors. p,l{. Dnuhle referstocorresponding
: page of previous edilion.
Drive or passage way ”
Stable i . Quadruple hydrant of the High Pressure fire Service”

Auto.House or private garage. Fire alarm box of the’ High Pressure fire Service”

- garag
Solidbrick with inferior walls of s WaTel’plpES ofthe Hsgh PressureFire Service
C.B.or C.B.and brick mixed. e w v andhydrants of the

High Pressure fire Service’as shown onkey map.

Mixed construction of [ll].B‘and brick ; Water pipes and size in inches.
with ane wall of solid brick. £ ) :
Mixed construction of C.B.andbrick = < Water pipes of private supply
with one wall faced with 4" brick. 2|, House numbers shown nearest to buildings are
Mixed construction of C.B. D Je official or actually up an buildings.
and brick throughout. of  0ldhouse numbers shown furthest from buildings
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Colors indicate construction material. Shades
vary between volumes.

Fire proof, shades of brown
HEE [ron, light grey
EEm Stone, blue
B Brick, pink
HE Frame, yellow
Adobe, drab olive
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« YMCA building Is
brick, pink.

 The Willis Wood
heater, fireproof,
brown.
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(From Plans,)

e St. Vincent's

Church and
Academy,

stone, blue.
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 Filling station,
brick, pink.
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 Residences 500 Block
Tracy, frame, yellow
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Each volume also
has an Index page In
the front that lists
streets with address
ranges and their
page number. Under
“Specials” are names [EREEEESE S .
of buildings like R
churches, schools, L e B L
businesses, etc.
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The Index page Is

helpful when using

microfilm or the

ProQuest database of

the maps. These differ

from the 20 volumes

online in the Digital
Gallery.

AS corrections are
made, new Indexes are
pasted over the old.

© September 2009 4 West Tenth St. | # ty, MO 64105 | 81
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The maps include ’
block numbers and T e
street names.

o Kansas City Blocks
4 and 5, 1907

e Street Names
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e Street elevation

 Location and size
of water pipes

e Location of
hydrants, whether
single, double, or
triple
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e Detalled
Information
about each fire
station including
number of
vehicles and
firefighters.

F HOREES.

! HOSE WHGO,

LB L TRUCK,

/ CHIEFS BUGEY,

FCERPRP & JONE,
STERMER N
RESERVE,
CcOrroN HOSE,

FIRE ENG|7

JETI  SCIF JO25
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o X=Shingle Roof
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vs official or actually up on buildirigs.

j House numbers shown nearest to buildings are
D R
o/  (ldhouse numbers shownfurthest from buildings.
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THE KANSAS CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY Advanced Search | Help | My Favorites

4 H MISSOURI VALLEY _
n OW to SPEC'AL COLLECT|ONS O 4l @ mages @ Local History Index

make the HOME BOUT Bﬁosasmc ATLOG S S s
most of the | o "

images N Digital Gallery

the MVSC

Digital
Gallery

el €] lme ey 2 J I . Teacher/Student Resources

Discover the variety of Leam about our most Find helps for using the Explore our new pages on
special collections in the recent additions to the matarials in aur Digital Aftican Ametican,

.
kC h I Sto r O r Missouri Yalley Roam, Digital Gallery. Gallery. Architecture, Civil War,
u many featurad in the Digital Explorers, and rnore.

Gallery.
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You ha.ve Several THE KANSAS CITY PuBLY Advanced Search | Help | My Favorites
Y

I MISSOUR \/ﬁ o O 2l @ mages @ Local History Index
options from the SPECIAL COLLECYMINS

home page. You
can click on the

Browse/Search link Digital Gallery

on the navigation

bar and scroll down
to the Sanborn
Maps. Or you can
click on the Maps

MissouriValleyiSpecial Eollectionsigital eallEry

Teacher/Student Resources

Discover the variety of Learn about our most Find helps for using the Ezxplore our new pages on
special collections in the recent additions to the materials in our Digital Aftican American,
- Missouri Walley Room, Digital Gallery. Gallery. Architecture, Civil War,
Categ O ry I n t e many featurad in the Digital Explorers, and rnore.
Gallery.
[FOTER [FET [VEWY VTER

middle of the page.
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Sanborn Maps
The Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, as their name implies, were created for fire insurance
- . companies to assist fire insurance companies to assess the risk of insuring a particular
property. The first three volumes of the Kansas City Sanborn maps, 1895 and 1896 updated

to 1907, have been added to the Digital Gallery. 5ee our Sanborm Fire Insurance Maps Web
page for more information and links to other Sanborn maps online.
Browse Collection | Browse Subjects | Search Collection

Foanoke and 38th e

Addresses are not searchable, but you can narrow the
results by entering two street names. For example, if

you are searching for 3714 Roanoke, you would put
Roanoke and 38th in the search box.
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THE KANSAS CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY Advanced Search | Help | My Favorites
115G \ I, =TT
IF\JHSSOUR' \/ALLE{ O 4l @ mages @ Local History Index

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

HOME ~ ABOUT  BROWSE/SEARCH  CATALOG  LOCALHISTORY  ORDER

Browse the

Another option Digital Gallery
IS to go directly
to the Advanced
Search.

Teacher/Student Resources

Discover the variety of Learn about our most Find helps for using the Ezxplore our new pages on
special collections in the recent additions to the materials in our Digital African American,
Missouri Walley Room, Digital Gallery. Gallery. Architecture, Civil War,
many featurad in the Digital Explorers, and rnore.
Gallery.

[RTE [PVTER [VEWTS [RTET
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Search: Across all fields | ~=/~cio0 felds | By provmiy | By dale

Select Sanborn
M aps .I:rom the Find results with:  , co0 orde
C - The exact phrase Candy and lce Cream Factory

list of collections ]

on the |eft and Mone of the words @
then “add.”

[ search all collections or
Enter exaCt 1 Selected collections:

Select specific collections:

phrase for more |[HEeEGRICSSY e
1351 Kansas City Flood g

targeted search [EEEEsEREec
|| =outh Central Buginess Association

reSU |tS . ":rans.pnrtatinn

|| Willis Castle Memorial Photographs

Press Shift or Cirl and click to select multiple
items.




MISSOURI VALLEY
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

The collection has eight searchable subject flelds
+ Subijects (Library of Congress e
Thesaurus for Graphic Materials) [Sr-—.
¢+ Local Subjects e

¢+ Buildings or Structures Businesses
¢+ Businesses

¢+ Street Names Street Names
¢+ Districts

+ Additions or Subdivisions
+ Neighborhoods subdlvisions

Neighborhood(s)
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Once you've located the right map, click on the image to
open it. When you have the full record along with the
Image, you will want to enlarge the image for better
viewing. Click on the Zoomify icon on the tool bar. The

map opens in a new window and Is easily enlarged and
navigable.

BACK TO
HOME ABOUT BROWSE/SEARCH  CATALOG  LOCAL HISTORY  ORDER  KCLIBRARY.ORG

5 | next
e @O AP R ucktuZmrfyL__J

Sanborn Map, Kansas City, Vol. 4, 1909-1957, Page p492 y
R o 492
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U B

You may also want to explore the Help pages, especially

the information about using the toolbar. l
THE EANSAS CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY Advanced Search | Help | My Favorites
- L o
MISSOURI VALLEY

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS S et

HOME  ABOUT  BROWSE/SEARCH  CATALOG  LOCALHISTORY  ORDER

MissouriValley special Bollections Digital allery,
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Note:

Two volumes, Vol. 9,
1930-1941 and Vol.
9, 1930-1957 may
only be viewed
within the library.
You may still access

each record.

R ;\i .lmlmt,u ml“ _
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For more information see

Kansas City Public Library

Missouri Valley Special Collections
Home Page

© September 2009
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