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Kansas City Star Collection (SC225) 
 

 

Introduction 

 

The Kansas City Star newspaper company was founded in 1880 by William Rockhill 

Nelson and Samuel Morss. Nelson and his family went on to retain ownership of the 

company until their deaths in 1926 when ownership was bought by employees of the 

newspaper. Local stockholders owned the newspaper until 1977 when it was sold to 

corporate ownership. This collection, made up of a portion of the company’s records, 

documents the history of the newspaper and its founding family.  

 

Descriptive Summary 

 

Creator: Kansas City Star Company 

Title: Kansas City Star Collection 

Dates: 1829-2007 and n.d. 

Size: 104 linear feet, 86 boxes, 4 volumes, 3 map drawer folders 

Collection Number: SC225 

 

Donor Information 

 

Gift, Derek Donovan on behalf of the Kansas City Star Company, 2018. 

Gift, Lynn Horsley, 2018. 

 

Citation Note 

 

Kansas City Star Collection (SC225), Missouri Valley Special Collections, Kansas 

City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri. 

 

Administrative Information  

 

Related Collections: For information on accessing archived copies of the Kansas City 

Star newspaper please see our research guide at https://kchistory.org/faq/how-do-i-

access-old-newspapers.  

 

Historical Sketch 

 

On September 18, 1880, the Kansas City Star newspaper was founded by William 

Rockhill Nelson and Samuel Morss as the Kansas City Evening Star. Nelson became 

the sole owner of the Star when Morss dropped out of the business about a year and a 

half later due to health reasons. Nelson was a major figure in politics and local public 

works, including advocating for city improvement with the parks and boulevard 

system, which was reflected in his influence over the newspaper. Additional 

publications started by Nelson were subsequently added to circulation, including The 

Weekly Kansas City Star in 1891 and the Sunday edition of the Star in 1894. Then in 

1901, Nelson added a morning addition with the purchase of the Kansas City Times. 

http://www.kchistory.org/
https://kchistory.org/faq/how-do-i-access-old-newspapers
https://kchistory.org/faq/how-do-i-access-old-newspapers
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The Kansas City Times ran as a morning daily along with the afternoon edition of the 

Kansas City Star until they became one daily newspaper in 1990. 

 

The first building the newspaper was printed out of was at 407-409 Delaware. In 

1911, the Kansas City Star moved to a new building at 18th and Grand, designed by 

Jarvis Hunt. The Star remained in the building for 107 years.  It was sold in 2017 and 

the company vacated it in 2018.  

 

William Rockhill Nelson died in his home at 4525 Oak Street, known as Oak Hall, in 

1915, leaving everything in his will to his wife and daughter. His wife, Ida, died in 

1921. Then in 1926 his daughter, Laura Nelson Kirkwood, died leaving her husband, 

Irwin Kirkwood, left to care for the estate of the Nelson family. The newspaper was 

then purchased by the staff of the Kansas City Star, with the proceeds and Nelson 

estate being donated to the creation of the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. Oak Hall 

was then torn down and the museum built on its site.  

 

The Star broadened its reach with the founding of the WDAF radio station in 1922 

and the WDAF-TV television station in 1949. But the Star was forced to sell both 

stations after the Truman administration had filed antitrust charges against the 

company in 1957. 

 

The Star was owned by local stockholders until 1977 when it was sold to Capital 

Cities. The Star continued to change ownership with the paper’s sale to Disney in 

1996, then Knight Ridder Inc. in 1997. Then in 2006 the Star was acquired by the 

nation’s third largest newspaper company, The McClatchy Co., the same year the 

Star moved into its new glass building at 1601 McGee Street.  

 

The Kansas City Star newspaper won eight Pulitzer Prizes from 1931-1992. In 2020 

the newspaper company announced they would be vacating their iconic glass building 

at 1601 McGee Street and the printing of the paper would move to a third party in 

Des Moines, Iowa. 

 

Scope and Content Note 

 

This collection contains records of the Kansas City Star Company’s organization and 

operation, reporter/editor files, and personal records of the company’s founding 

family as they relate to the operation of the newspaper. This collection of materials 

was donated at the time of a building move and is not a complete collection of the 

company’s records. The Kansas City Star’s newspaper clipping files were donated to 

LaBudde Special Collections. 

 

Series 1: Administrative, 1829-1985 and n.d. 

 

This series consists of three subseries arranged by type of record. Items relate to the 

administrative side of the newspaper company’s business including financial, 

insurance, and personnel records. 

 

Series1-1: Tax Returns, 1911-1976 

 

http://www.kchistory.org/
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This subseries consists of tax returns and other financial records for the Kansas City 

Star Company, Kansas City Star Building and Investment Company, and the Nelson 

estate (Ida H. Nelson, J. R. Kirkwood, William R. Nelson, Aug. F. Seested).  

 

Series 1-2: Financial, Stock, and Insurance Records, 1888-1985 

 

This subseries consists of reports, statements, and correspondence related to the 

financial accounts and assets of the Kansas City Star Company and stockholders.   

 

Series 1-3: Payroll and Personnel, 1890-1982 and n.d. 

 

This subseries consists of registers, correspondence, and forms related to payroll and 

benefits of employees. Some records in this subseries are restricted due to Personal 

Identifiable Information (PII). 

 

Series 1-4: Estates and Property Agreements, 1829-1976 

 

This subseries consists of records relating to the estate of William Rockhill Nelson 

and family. Also included in this subseries are land abstracts, building leases, and 

other property records. 

 

Series 2: Legal Cases, Contracts, and Union Records, 1901-1976 and n.d. 

 

This series consists of court cases, incorporation records, contracts with other 

companies, and union agreements. Also included are contracts and related materials 

with the Star’s radio and television broadcasting networks, WDAF and WDAF-TV. 

Items in this series are arranged by subject.  

 

Series 3: Rates and Reports on Circulation, Subscriptions, and Advertising, 

1895-1995 

 

This series consists of records relating to the Kansas City Star newspaper’s 

circulation, including subscription and advertising rates and reports. Items in this 

series are arranged by subject.  

 

Series 4: Correspondence, 1874-1975 

 

This series consists of correspondence with people associated with the Kansas City 

Star Company, as well as correspondence regarding the newspaper business. Items in 

this series are arranged loosely by subject but were kept in the original order that the 

files of correspondence were found.  

NOTE: Documents in this series contain racist language. 
  

Series 5: KC Star Editor and Reporter Files, 1912-2003 

 

This series consists of files of documents that are thought to have been collated by 

individual employees of the Kansas City Star. Original order was left intact where 

possible. The folders in this series are arranged by subject. 

 

http://www.kchistory.org/
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Series 5-1: Edward Bernard (Ruby) Garnett Files, 1873-1975 and n.d. 

 

This subseries consists of files related to Edward Garnett, who served as the Kansas 

City Star’s first Sunday editor until his retirement in 1960.  

 

Series 5-2: Lynn Horsley Desegregation Files, 1977-1999 

 

This subseries consists of the files from journalist Lynn Horsley, including coverage 

of the Kansas City school desegregation case in the 1970’s. Horsley retired from the 

Kansas City Star in 2019.  

 

Series 5-3: Monroe Dodd Files, 1974-2007 and n.d. 

 

This subseries consists of the files of Monroe Dodd, who served as a longtime 

reporter and editor of the Kansas City Star.  

 

Series 6: Photographs and Artifacts, 1916-2005 

 

This series consists of an assortment of photographs and artifacts from the Kansas 

City Star’s donated records. The Kansas City Star’s photograph archives were not 

donated with this collection.  

 

Series 7: Newspaper and Other Publications, 1858-1968 

 

This series consists of compilations of newspaper articles and publications about the 

Kansas City Star.  

 

Series 8: Blueprints, 1909-1979 

 

This series consists of building blueprints for the Kansas City Star building at 18th 

and Grand, as well as other buildings operated by the Kansas City Star Company.   

 

Collection Inventory 

Folders with an "OS withdrawal" notation have items that have been withdrawn to an 

oversize box. 

 

Series 1: Administrative, 1829-1985 and n.d. 

 

1-1: Tax Returns, 1911-1976 

 

f. 1  Tax Receipts, 1911-1920 

f. 2  Copy of Income Tax Reports for W. R. Nelson, 1913-1915 

f. 3  Tax Returns, 1914-1916 

f. 4 Copy of Income Tax Report for Aug. F. Seested, Hamburg Land Co., 

1915 

f. 5  Tax Returns, 1917-1918 

f. 6  Receipts of Payments Made to Individuals (Form 1099), 1917 

f. 7  Tax Returns, 1918-1919 

f. 8  Receipts of Payments Made to Individuals (Form 1099), 1918 

http://www.kchistory.org/
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f. 9  Receipts of Payments Made to Individuals (Form 1099), 1919 

f. 10  Correspondence with I.R.S., 1919-1920 

f. 11  Tax Returns, 1920 

f. 12  Receipts of Payments Made to Individuals (Form 1099), 1920 

f. 13  Tax Returns, 1922 

f. 14  Receipts of Payments Made to Individuals (Form 1099), 1922 

f. 15  Tax Returns, 1923 

f. 16  Receipts of Payments Made to Individuals (Form 1099), 1923 

f. 17  Tax Returns, 1924 

f. 18  Receipts of Payments Made to Individuals (Form 1099), 1924 

f. 19  Tax Returns, 1925 

f. 20  Receipts of Payments Made to Individuals (Form 1099), 1925 

f. 21  Tax Returns, 1926 

f. 22  Tax Returns, 1927 

f. 23  Tax Returns, 1928 

f. 24  Receipts of Payments Made to Individuals (Form 1099), 1928 

f. 25  Tax Returns, 1929-1930 

f. 26  Receipts of Payments Made to Individuals (Form 1099), 1929 

f. 27  Receipts of Payments Made to Individuals (Form 1099), 1930 

f. 28  Tax Returns, 1931-1932 

f. 29  Receipts of Payments Made to Individuals (Form 1099), 1931 

f. 30  Tax Returns, 1932 

f. 31  Receipts of Payments Made to Individuals (Form 1099), 1932 

f. 32  Tax Returns, 1933-1934 

f. 33  Receipts of Payments Made to Individuals (Form 1099), 1933 

f. 34  Receipts of Payments Made to Individuals (Form 1099), 1934-1935 

f. 35  Tax Returns, 1935 

f. 36  Tax Returns, 1935-1938 

f. 37  Tax Returns, 1938 

f. 38  Tax Returns, 1939 

f. 39  Tax Returns, 1940 

f. 40  Tax Returns, 1941 

f. 41  Tax Returns, 1942 

f. 42  Tax Returns, 1943 

f. 43  Tax Returns, 1944 

f. 44  Tax Returns, 1945 

f. 45  Tax Returns, 1946 

f. 46  Tax Returns, 1947 

f. 47  Tax Returns, 1948 

f. 48  Tax Returns, 1949 

f. 49  Tax Returns, 1950 

f. 50  Tax Returns, 1950-1951 

f. 51  Tax Returns, 1952 

f. 52  Tax Returns, 1953-1954 

f. 53  Tax Returns, 1954-1955 

f. 54  Tax Returns, 1955-1956 

f. 55  Tax Returns-Revenue Agents Report, 1955-1958 

f. 56  Tax Returns, 1957-1958 

f. 57  Tax Returns, 1958-1959 

http://www.kchistory.org/
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f. 58  Tax Returns, 1959 

f. 59  Tax Returns, 1960 

f. 60  Tax Returns, 1961 

f. 61  Tax Returns, 1962-1963 

f. 62  Tax Returns, 1962-1964 

f. 63  Tax Returns, 1964-1965 

f. 64  Tax Returns, 1965-1966 

f. 65  Tax Returns and Supplemental Information, 1966 

f. 66  Tax Returns, 1967 

f. 67  Tax Returns, 1968 

f. 68  Tax Returns, 1969 

f. 69  Tax Returns, 1970-1971 

f. 70  Tax Returns, 1970-1972 

f. 71-72 Tax Returns, 1971 

f. 73-74 Tax Returns, 1972 

f. 75  Tax Returns, 1973 

f. 76  Tax Returns, 1974 

f. 77  Tax Returns, 1975 

f. 78  Tax Returns, 1976 

 

Series 1-2: Financial, Stock, and Insurance Records, 1888-1985 

 

f. 79  Correspondence on Taxes, 1937-1960 

f. 80  Memo on Power of a City to Tax a Newspaper, 1937 

f. 81  New York and Illinois Sales Tax Information, 1934-1935 

f. 82  Tax Reports for Flambeau Paper Co. 1950-1965 

f. 83  Flambeau Paper Division Tax Related Documents, 1960  

f. 84  Occupational License Tax Matter, 1945-1946 

f. 85  Regulations on Taxes, 1918 

f. 86  Revenue Agents Report, 1944-1946 

f. 87  Financial Correspondence, 1936 

f. 88  Masonic Receipts, 1911-1918 

f. 89  Bank and Stockholder Loans, 1947-1959  

f. 90  Stock Trust Indenture – Associated Employees Trust, 1926-1967 

f. 91  Opinion on Contract with I.R.K. Relating to Purchase of Stock, 1929 

f. 92  Stock Ownership of Star Paper Mill, 1904-1913 

f. 93  Book Value of Capital Stock, 1947-1960 

f. 94  Agreements and Reports Regarding Kansas City Star’s Stock 

Ownership, 1934-1938 

f. 95-97 Stock and Trust Agreements, 1921-1944 

f. 98  Stock Ownership, 1888-1901 

f. 99  Bonds, 1919-1920 

f. 100  Trust Fund Agreements for Firemen’s Families, 1929-1938 

f. 101-105 Principal Stock Ownership of Graham Paper Company, 1971  

f. 106  Miscellaneous Cost Reports, 1965-1969 

f. 107  Departmental Cost Reports, 1966 

f. 108  Budget Reports, 1942-1943 

f. 109  Uncollectable Financial Notes, 1910-1930 

f. 110  Invoices for Kansas City Star Building Contractors, 1894 

http://www.kchistory.org/
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f. 111  Financial Statements, 1883-1898 

f. 112  Financial Statements, 1895-1921 

f. 113-114 Financial Statements, 1967-1971 

f. 115  Balance Sheets, 1926 

f. 116-117 Balance Sheets and Earnings Statements, 1962-1966  

f. 118-119 Balance Sheets and Earnings Statements, 1962-1971  

f. 120  Payroll Tax Summaries, 1967-1971 

f. 121  Payroll Taxes, 1972 

f. 122  Payroll Taxes, 1973-1975 

f. 123  Payroll Taxes, 1975-1976 

f. 124  Payroll Taxes, 1977-1978 

f. 124  Group Insurance, 1956-1976 

f. 125  Group Insurance, 1965-1975 

f. 126  Insurance Policy Information and Correspondence, 1930-1966 

f. 127  Insurance Checks, 1942-1944 

f. 128  Travelers Insurance, 1965-1968 

f. 129  Bureau of Labor Reports, 1914-1917 

f. 130  Audit Reports, 1926-1933 

f. 131  Audit Reports, 1915-1926 

f. 132  Audit Reports, 1916-1926 

f. 133  Audit Reports, 1934-1947 

f. 134-137 Account Cards, 1926-1985 

f. 138-140 Account Cards, 1926-1985  

f. 141-143 Account Cards, 1926-1985   

f. 144-146 Account Cards, 1926-1985   

f. 147-150 Account Cards, 1926-1985   

f. 151-154 Account Cards, 1926-1985   

f. 155-158 Account Cards, 1926-1985   

f. 159-162 Account Cards, 1926-1985   

f. 163-165 Account Cards, 1926-1985  

 

1-3 Payroll and Personnel, 1890-1982 and n.d. 

 

f. 166  Payroll Registers, 1890-1892 

f. 167  Payroll Registers, 1903-1904 

f. 168  Weekly Time Book for Press Room, 1906-1908 

f. 169  Payroll Registers, 1/7/1922-1/15/1922 

f. 170  Payroll Registers, 1/21/1922-1/31/1922 

f. 171  Payroll Registers, 2/4/1922-2/15/1922 

f. 172  Payroll Registers, 2/18/1922-2/28/1922 

f. 173  Payroll Registers, 3/4/1922-3/15/1922 

f. 174  Payroll Registers, 3/18/1922-3/31/1922 

f. 175  Payroll Registers, 4/1/1922-4/15/1922 

f. 176  Payroll Registers, 4/15/1922-4/29/1922 

f. 177  Payroll Registers, 4/30/1922-5/13/1922 

f. 178  Payroll Registers, 5/15/1922-5/31/1922 

f. 179  Payroll Registers, 1/15/1941-4/15/1941 

f. 180  Payroll Registers, 5/15/1941-8/15/1941 

f. 181  Payroll Registers, 9/15/1941-1/31/1942 

http://www.kchistory.org/
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f. 182  Payroll Registers, 2/15/1942-6/15/1942 

f. 183  Payroll Registers, 7/15/1942-1/15/1943 

f. 184  Payroll Registers, 2/15/1943-7/15/1943 

f. 185  Payroll Registers, 8/15/1943-12/15/1943 

f. 186  Payroll Registers, 12/1946 

f. 187  Payroll Registers, 7/3/1953-9/30/1953 

f. 188  Payroll Registers, 10/2/1953-11/13/1953 

f. 189  Payroll Registers, 11/15/1953-12/11/1953 

f. 190  Payroll Registers, 12/15/1953-12/31/1953 

f. 191  Payroll, 1976 

f. 192-193 Payroll Registers, 1981-1982  

f. 194  Wages and Benefits for Truck Drivers and Garage, 1944  

f. 195  Newspaper Carrier Contracts, 1927 

f. 196  Schedule of Employees, 1917-1918 

f. 197  Employee Benefits, 1955-1974 

f. 198  Vacation Accruals, 1965-1966 

f. 199  Miscellaneous Payroll and Wage Agreements, n.d. 

f. 200  Analysis of Pressroom Payroll, 1950-1952 

f. 201  Correspondence Re: Unemployment Claims Benefits, 1974-1976 

f. 202-204 RESTRICTED - Unemployment Benefits Claims, 1974-1976  

f. 205 RESTRICTED - Unemployment Benefits Claims, 1975 

f. 206 RESTRICTED - Unemployment Benefits Claims, 1975-1976 

f. 207 RESTRICTED - Unemployment Benefits Claims, 1976-1977 

 NOTE: These are requests for unemployment benefits and explanation 

of denials of benefits. Many of these have to do with absence from 

work due to a labor dispute which commenced on May 3, 1974. These 

folders are restricted due to Personal Identifiable Information (PII). 

 

 

 

1-4: Estates and Property Agreements, 1829-1976 

 

f. 208 Nelson Estate Associations Memberships and Articles of 

Incorporation, 1888-1925 

f. 209  Estate of the Late Mr. William Rockhill Nelson, 1915 

f. 210  Estate of William Rockhill Nelson, 1926-1933 

f. 211  Nelson Land Agreements and Wills, 1923-1928 

f. 212  Estate of Ida H. Nelson, 1921-1924 

f. 213  Ida Nelson Correspondence Regarding Estate Issues, 1915-1920 

f. 214  Trust Estate of Irwin R. Kirkwood, 1930-1937 

f. 215  William Rockhill Nelson Trust Report, 1933-1939 

f. 216  William Rockhill Nelson Trust Report, 1940-1945 

f. 217  Nelson Estate Bank Books, 1897-1923 

f. 218  Minutes of the Stockholders of Sni-a-bar Farms, 1913-1914 

f. 219  Miscellaneous Promissory Notes, 1949-1954 

f. 220 Insurance, Receipts, and Land Documents for McCollum Family, 

1909-1947 

f. 221  Kirkwood and Seested Insurance Data, 1926-1932 

f. 222  Real Estate Sale Contracts and Correspondence, 1961-1976  

http://www.kchistory.org/
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f. 223  Life Insurance Trusts, 1950  

f. 224  George Longan Insurance Trust Receipts, 1942 

f. 225  Nelson Memorial Chapel Trust Correspondence, 1927-1930 

f. 226  Nelson Memorial Chapel Trust Correspondence, 1931-1932 

f. 227  Nelson Memorial Chapel Trust Correspondence, 1933-1934 

f. 228  Nelson Memorial Chapel Trust Correspondence, 1935-1936 

f. 229  Nelson Memorial Chapel Trust Correspondence, 1937 

f. 230  Nelson Memorial Chapel Trust Correspondence, 1938 

f. 231  Nelson Memorial Chapel Trust Correspondence, 1939 

f. 232  Nelson Memorial Chapel Trust Correspondence, 1940 

f. 233  Nelson Memorial Chapel Trust Correspondence, 1941-1942 

f. 234  Correspondence Regarding Real Estate Transactions, 1956-1972 

f. 235 Correspondence Regarding Abstracts for New Star Building, 1908-

1910 

f. 236 Correspondence Regarding Property Taxes, 1925-1928  

f. 237 Lease Agreement Between Kansas City Star Building Co. and Kansas 

City Star Co., 1950 

f. 238 Bill of Sale and Related Correspondence for KC Journal Post Property 

Sold to KC Star, 1945-1948 

f. 239 KC Journal Post Property Appraisal and Memo of Possible 

Combination with KC Kansan, 1941-1942 

f. 240 Lease Agreement between KC Star and Greater KC Chapter of 

American National Red Cross, 1964-1972 

f. 241 Paper Mill Property Sale, 1950 

f. 242-243 Receipts for Building at 1723-1731 Locust, 1924 

f. 244 North Kansas City Property, 1961-1972 

f. 245 Excelsior Realty Co. Tax Receipts for Land, 1924-1945 

f. 246 Flambeau Paper Company Property Appraisal Report, 1947-1948 

f. 247  Property Assessments, 1926-1944 

f. 248 Warranty Deeds for McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lots 379, 381, 382, 

and 389, 1908-1909 

f. 249 Correspondence Regarding Purchase of Lots in McGee’s Addition, 

1959-1960 

f. 250-251 Land Abstracts, Cothrell and Whitney’s Addition to the City of Olathe, 

1830 – ca. 1910  

f. 252 Land Abstracts “De Groff Way” Section 17 in Township 49, Range 

33, Jackson County, MO., 1830 – ca. 1910 

f. 253-254 Land Abstracts “De Groff Place” Section 17 in Township 49, Range 

33, Jackson County, MO., 1830 – ca. 1910  

f. 255-256 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 28, Lot 359, supplemental 

Lots 359-371, 1857-1909.  

f. 257 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 28, Lot 370, 1830-1946 

f. 258 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 28, Lot 370-371, 1830 – 

1930 

f. 259 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 28, Lot 372, 1875-1956 

f. 260 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 28, Lot 373, 1830-1924 

f. 261 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 377 (1707 Grand), 

1830-1956 

f. 262 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 378, 1830-1956 

http://www.kchistory.org/
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f. 263 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 379, 1830-1911 

f. 264 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 380-381, 1830 – 

ca. 1910 

f. 265 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 382, 1830 – ca. 

1910 

f. 266 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 383, 1830-1926 

f. 267 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 384-385, 1829-

1929 

f. 268 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 386, 1834-1929 

f. 269 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 387-388, 1830-

1951 

f. 270 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 389, 1829-1947 

f. 271 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 390, 1840-1908 

f. 272 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 391, 1830-1936 

f. 273 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 392, 1857-1909 

f. 274 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 393-394, 1857-

1909 

f. 275 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 395-396, 1829-

1929 

f. 276  Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 397, 1834-1929 

f. 277 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 29, Lot 384-386 and 395-

397, 1908-1947 

f. 278 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 22, 1830-1948 

f. 279 Land Abstracts – McGee’s Addition, Block 28, Lot 368, 1830-1951 

 

Series 2: Legal Cases, Contracts, and Union Records, 1901-1976 and n.d. 

 

f. 280 Copies of Certificate of Incorporation and Articles of Association and 

Amendments, 1926-1966 

f. 281 Articles of Incorporation for Star Paper Mill Company, 1903-1917 

f. 282 Articles of Incorporation of Rockhill Realty and Improvement 

Company, 1901-1917 

f. 283 Journal Recapitulation Offer, 1941 

f. 284 Statute Regarding Employment, 1942 

f. 285 Ruling on Retirement Plan for Flambeau Paper Division, 1950-1961 

f. 286 Correspondence Regarding Kansas City Star Cases, 1912 

f. 287 U.S. vs. The Kansas City Star Company-Memorandums, 1957 

f. 288 Kansas City Star Company Docket Before the Interstate Commerce 

Commission, 1975 

f. 289 Depositions for Central Publishing Company vs. Kansas City Star 

Company, 1964 

f. 290 Miscellaneous Legal Records, 1921-1925 

f. 291 Wisconsin Tax Case, 1969-1973 

f. 292 Frank H. McCready vs. William R. Nelson, 1911-1912 

f. 293 Frank W. Lander vs. William R. Nelson, 1911-1912 

f. 294 Thomas B. Williams vs. William R. Nelson, 1912 

f. 295 Aaron Sapiro vs. Barrick Publishing Co., 1925 

f. 296-299 Records of Court Cases, ca. 1920-ca. 1960  
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f. 300 Records of Court Cases Against the Kansas City Star, ca. 1920-ca. 

1960  

f. 301 Kansas City Star vs. Newspaper Carriers Cooperative Association, n.d. 

f. 302 Registered Agent for Kansas City Star, 1944 

f. 303 Patents, 1964-1974 

f. 304 Agreements and Correspondence Regarding Stuffing Machines, 1933-

1955 

f. 305 Patent for Registration Control System for Preprint Web Insertion, 

1965-1968 

f. 306 U.S. Patent for Chemical Recovery Utilizing Evaporation Steam and 

Exchangers in Steam Stripping System, 1975 

f. 307 Correspondence and Photo of G. Beatz Invention, 1946 

f. 308 National Labor Relations Board, 1943-1950 

f. 309-311 Greater Kansas City Newspaper Guild,1941-1947 (1 folders) 

f. 312-313 Greater Kansas City Newspaper Guild, 1941-1947 (2 folders) 

f. 314 American Newspaper Publishers Association/Newspaper Guild, 1937-

1939 

f. 315 Meetings of the Kansas City Newspaper Publishers Association, 1925 

f. 316 Applications to War Labor Board, 1922-1953 

f. 317 Office of Defense Transportation Regulations and Correspondence, 

1942-1943 

f. 318 Water Department Consumer’s Guarantee, 1935-1955 

f. 319 I.T.U. Executive Council Decisions, 1930-1939 

f. 320 “Editor and Publisher” Report of Trials, 1936; 1955 

f. 321-322 Wage Scales and Scales of Prices, 1940-1946 

f. 323 The Bulletin, Publication of the International Typographical Union, 

1941 

f. 324 Newsprint and News Ink Technical Bulletin, 1928-1933 

f. 325-326 Contracts and Correspondence Regarding Paper sales, 1926-1975 

f. 327 Collins Construction Company Contracts and Correspondence, 1949-

1950 

f. 328 Contract with United Newspapers Magazine Corp., 1958 

f. 329 Labor Contracts and Data for Indianapolis Newspaper Publishers 

Association, 1934 

f. 330 Census of Manufacturers, 1925-1933 

f. 331 City Carriers Memo Unionization, 1946 

f. 332 Independent Solicitor Contract, 1943 

f. 333 Correspondence of Lacey Haynes Regarding Truck Lines in Kansas, 

1933 

f. 334 Simmons Local Index Service, 1970 

f. 335 Classified Advertising Accounts,1964 

f. 336 Inland Daily Press Association Newsprint Statistics, 1956 

f. 337 Engineers, Firemen, and Oilers Union No. 1, 1937-1963 

f. 338 Stereotypers and Electrotypers Union No. 6, 1917-1961 

f. 339 International Union of Operating Engineers No. 6, 1943-1965 

f. 340-341 Mailers Union No. 7, 1918-1963 

f. 342 Web Pressmen’s Union No. 14, 1922-1965 

f. 343 New Pressmen’s Agreement, 1912 

f. 344 Paper Handler’s Union No. 15, 1937-1962 
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f. 345 Photo-Engraver’s Union No. 34, 1932-1953 

f. 346 International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers, 

District Lodge No. 71, 1965 

f. 347 Typographical Union No. 80, 1937-1965 

f. 348 Building Service Employees International Union Local No. 96, 1957 

f. 349 Electricians Local No. 124, I.B.E.W., 1953-1962 

f. 350 Boiler and Machinery Policy, 1961-1964 

f. 351 Signode Steel Strapping Company, 1930-1957 

f. 352 Contracts with Companies, 1920-1974 

f. 353 Flambeau Paper Company, 1951-1952 

f. 354 Star Paper Mill, 1903-1912 

f. 355-356 Coosa River Newsprint Co., 1947-1976  

f. 357-358 Claybourn Press Corp, 1923-1926  

f. 359 Ontario-Minnesota Pulp and Paper Co. 1938 Price List, 1936-1940 

f. 360 Ontario-Minnesota Pulp and Paper Co. Agreements and 

Correspondence, 1929-1943  

f. 361 Ontario-Minnesota Pulp and Paper Co. Agreements and 

Correspondence, 1929-1943  

f. 362-363 Ontario-Minnesota Pulp and Paper Co. Agreements and 

Correspondence, 1941-1976 

f. 364 Goss Printing Press Paper, 1924-1929 

f. 365 Radio Technicians Proposed Contracts, 1942 

f. 366-368 Television Station Property Site, 1944-1956 

f. 369 Correspondence with American Society of Composers, Authors, and 

Publishers (ASCAP) and WDAF, 1927-1941 

f. 370 Arbitration Between the American Federation of Television and Radio 

Artists and the Kansas City Star Co., WDAF and WDAF-TV, 1954-

1957 

f. 371-372 WDAF Ownership and Other Commission Matters, 1936-1957  

f. 373-375 Radio/Television Station WDAF, 1947-1956 

f. 376  WDAF Radio Broadcasting Station, 1928-1955  

f. 377  WDAF Contracts, 1925-1956 

f. 378  NBC “Church in the Wildwood” Series, 1940-1945 

f. 379  Kansas City Star Golden Gloves Tournament, n.d. 

 

Series 3: Rates and Reports on Circulation, Subscriptions, and Advertising, 

1895-1995 

 

f. 380  Report on Examination of Circulation, 1926-1933  

f. 381  Circulation Reports, 1895-1920 

f. 382  Audit Bureau of Circulations Auditor’s Report, 1915-1929 

f. 383-384 Analysis and Audit of Circulation, 1921-1926  

f. 385-386 Circulation Audit Reports, 1934-1942 

f. 387 Rates and Reports on Advertising, Circulation, and Departmental 

Costs, 1979-1981 

f. 388 Miscellaneous Advertising Rates and Reports, 1923-1967 

f. 389 Correspondence and Data Regarding Dispute with Post Office Over 

Subscription Prices of Weekly Star, 1918-1935 

f. 390  Circulation Truck Routes and Addresses, 1971-1980 
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f. 391A Advertising Space Record, 1977-1983 (OS withdrawal to box 36) 

f. 391  Advertising Rates, 1918-1950 

f. 392  Advertising Rates, 1945-1969 

f. 393  Advertising Rates, 1970-1982 

f. 394  Advertising Information, 1995 

f. 395  Special Section Advertising Contracts, 1971 

f. 396 Advertising Rates and Reports for Lake of the Ozarks Guide, 1968-

1970 

f. 397  Lake of the Ozarks Supplement, 1969-1970 

f. 398  Lake of the Ozarks Tab Orders, 1968 

f. 399  Lake of the Ozarks Tab Orders, 1969 

f. 400 Advertising Rates and Reports for Silver Dollar City and Shepherd of 

the Hills, 1970-1971 

f. 401-402 Advertising Invoices, 1987  

f. 403  Advertisements Reprinted from the Kansas City Star, 1921-1924 

 

Series 4: Correspondence, 1874-1975 

 

f. 404  Correspondence, 1887-1894 

f. 405  Correspondence, 1926-1929 

f. 406  Correspondence with William Nelson, 1874-1902 

f. 407  Correspondence Regarding the Associated Press, 1885-1901 

f. 408-409 Correspondence and Articles on Race Relations, 1960-1975  

 NOTE: Documents in this folder contain racist language. 
  

Series 5: KC Star Editor and Reporter Files, 1912-2003 

 

f. 410  Miscellaneous Police Report, 1912 

f. 411-412 A Century of Service and Law Enforcement, 1988 

f. 413  Cruise Palmer File, 1953-2003 (OS withdrawals) 

f. 414  Cruise Palmer File-Kansas City Royals, 1985 

f. 415  Jim Fisher File, 1980 

 

5-1: Edward Bernard (Ruby) Garnett Files, 1873-1975 and n.d. 

 

f. 416  “My Life on the Star” Manuscript, n.d. 

f. 417-418 Garnett - Draft of E. B. Garnett’s “Life on the Star” Manuscript, 1967  

f. 419  Garnett - Proposal, Foreword, and General Outline, 1945-1964 

f. 420  Manuscript Notes, n.d. 

f. 421  “Sweet Chariot” Manuscript, 1961 

f. 422-424 “Sweet Chariot” First Drafts, Notes, and Correspondence, 1960-1965 

f. 425-428 Writings of Edward Bernard Garnett, 1903-1963 

f. 429  File of Edward B. Garnett, 1916-1972 

f. 430  File of Edward B. Garnett, 1931-1975 

f. 431  Writing and Correspondence of E. B. Garnett, 1939-1975 

f. 432  Edward Garnett’s Scrapbook, 1909-1941 

f. 433  Correspondence and Personal Papers of E. B. Garnett, 1911-1973 

f. 434  E. B. Garnett Memorial Contributions, 1968 

f. 435  Pembroke Country Day School, 1968-1969 
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f. 436  Photographs of Edward B. Garnett and Family, 1873; 1930-1959 

f. 437 Photographs from Edward B. Garnett’s Files, 1927-1966 (OS 

withdrawals) 

f. 438  Photograph Negatives from Garnett’s Files, n.d. 

f. 439 Navy Photos of U.S.S. Missouri, U.S.S. Wisconsin, Ship Repairs, and 

Trinidad, 1942-1946 

f. 440  Theater Programs, n.d. 

 

5-2: Lynn Horsley Desegregation Files, 1977-1999 

 

f. 441-443 Magnet School “Pink Plan” and Court Order, 1986 

f. 444-445 Desegregation Order, 1984-1999 

f. 446  Desegregation – Suburban Involvement, 1985-1988 

f. 447  Court Orders Digest, 1984-1987 

f. 448  Desegregation Plans Elsewhere, 1987-1990 

f. 449  Desegregation, 1984-1986 

f. 450  Desegregation, 1987 

f. 451  Desegregation, 1988 

f. 452  Desegregation, 1989 

f. 453  Desegregation, 1990 

f. 454  Desegregation, 1991 

f. 455  Years 4-6 Desegregation Plan, 1988-1991 

f. 456  Desegregation Constitutional Questions, 1987 

f. 457  Desegregation Taxes, 1987 

f. 458  Desegregation Taxes, 1988-1989 

f. 459  Desegregation Taxes, 1990 

f. 460 American Education: Still Separate, Still Unequal – Journal of the 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Fall 1995 

f. 461  Long-Range Capital Improvement Plan, 1987 

f. 462  School Desegregation Suit, 1977  

f. 463  Schools in Kansas City, Missouri, 1978 

f. 464  School Desegregation Suit, 1978 

f. 465  Schools in Kansas City, Missouri, 1979 

f. 466  School Desegregation Suit, 1979  

f. 467  Schools in Kansas City, Missouri, 1980 

f. 468  School Desegregation Suit, 1980  

f. 469  Schools in Kansas City, Missouri, 1981 

f. 470  School Desegregation Suit, 1981  

f. 471  Schools in Kansas City, Missouri, 1982 

f. 472  School Desegregation Suit, 1982  

f. 473  Schools in Kansas City, Missouri, 1983 

f. 474  School Desegregation Suit, 1983 

f. 475  National Desegregation, 1983-1989 

 

5-3: Monroe Dodd Files, 1974-2007 and n.d. 

 

f. 476  Correspondence, Potential Interviews, Facts, 1997-2002 

f. 477  Monroe Dodd Files, 1998-2000 

f. 478  Union Station Items Sent to KC Star, 1999 
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f. 479  Talks, 1998-2000 

f. 480  1990’s Images, 1974-1998 

f. 481  51 Flood Book Project Epilogue, n.d. 

f. 482-483 Millennium History Book for Schools, 1998-2001 

f. 484  Miscellaneous Images for Union Station Book, n.d. 

f. 485  Union Station Book Chapter 1, 1999 

f. 486  Union Station Book Chapter 2, 1999 

f. 487  Union Station Book Chapter 3, 1999 

f. 488  Union Station Book Chapter 4, 1999 

f. 489  Union Station Book Chapter 5, 1999 

f. 490  Union Station Book Chapter 6, 1999 

f. 491  Union Station Book Chapter 7, 1999 

f. 492  Union Station Book Chapter 8, 1999 

f. 493  Union Station Book Chapter 11, 1999 

f. 494  Union Station Book Chapter 12, 1999 

f. 495-505 Monroe’s Book Files, 2000-2007  

f. 506 Miscellaneous Photographs from Monroe’s Files, n.d. (OS 

withdrawals) 

f. 507  Crown Center Photos, n.d. 

f. 508  “Results of County Planning” With Notes, n.d. 

f. 509  Kansas City Star Style Guides, n.d. 

 

Series 6: Photographs and Artifacts, 1916-2005 

 

f. 510  85th Anniversary Reunion of Kansas City Star Guestbook, 1965 

f. 511  Groundbreaking Ceremony Guestbook and Video, 2003 

f. 512  Manufacturing in KC Video, 2003 

f. 513  Door Counters, n.d. 

f. 514  Metal Letterpress Block, n.d. 

f. 515  Early 1950’s Negatives, ca. 1950 

f. 516  KC Star Building Negatives, n.d. 

f. 517  Star Interior, ca. 2005  

f. 518  Newsboys Photo Album, 1922 

f. 519  Liberty Memorial Dedication Parade, 1924 

f. 520  Terminal R.R. Photos, n.d. 

f. 521  Olathe, KS Panoramic Photos, n.d. 

f. 522  KU – K-State Football Negatives, 1958 

f. 523  UMKC Conservatory Book Photos, 2005 

f. 524  Photos from Quilters in KC Book, n.d. 

f. 525  Framed Photos, 1916 

f. 526  Miscellaneous Photos, n.d. 

 

OS Withdrawals 

 

f. 527  Miscellaneous Photos and Photo Withdrawals, n.d. 

f. 528  Miscellaneous Photos from Monroe’s Files Withdrawals, n.d. 

 

Series 7: Newspaper and Other Publications, 1858-1968 
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f. 529  Stories of the Kansas City Star, 1947-1958 

f. 530  Daily Journal of Commerce, May 15-Aug. 21, 1861 

f. 531 The Story of the 1951 Flood As Told By the Topeka Daily Capital, 

1951 

f. 532 News Clippings from the Kansas City Daily Western Journal of 

Commerce: Jun.-Dec. 1858  

f. 533 News Clippings from the Kansas City Daily Western Journal of 

Commerce: Jun.-Dec. 1859 

f. 534 News Clippings Re: Martin Luther King Jr. Assassination, April 4, 

1968 

f. 535 News Clippings Re: Robert F. Kennedy Assassination, June 5-6, 1968 

 

Series 8: Blueprints, 1909-1979 (found in map cabinet) 

 

f. 536 Blueprints of the Kansas City Star Building at 1729 Grand Boulevard, 

Kansas City, MO, 1909-1911 

f. 537 Blueprints of the WDAF Transmitter Station for the Kansas City Star 

Building built by architects Hoit, Price and Barnes, 1937  

f. 538  Miscellaneous Blueprints, 1923-1979 

 

Processed by Kara Evans Flinn, Special Collections Librarian/Archivist, 

November 2020. 

http://www.kchistory.org/

