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Philip A. Stewart Charles L. Johnson Collection 

(SC227) 
 

 

Introduction 

 

This collection contains various sheet music composed by Charles L. Johnson and additional 

composers dating from 1895 to 1947. The sheet music consists of ragtime, cakewalks, waltzes, 

novelty, and two-step. The items in this collection were gathered by a local collector, Philip 

Stewart. 

 

Descriptive Summary 

 

Creator: Philip A. Stewart 

Title: Philip A. Stewart Charles L. Johnson Collection 

Dates: 1895-1947, 2009 

Size: 0.834 linear feet, 2 boxes 

Collection Number: SC227 

 

Donor Information 

 

Gift, 2018, Kathy and David Altaras.  

 

Citation Note 

 

Philip A. Stewart Charles L. Johnson Collection (SC227), Missouri Valley Special 

Collections, Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri. 

 

Administrative Information 

 

Additional form available: Digitized images of some sheet music are available on a 

hard drive donated with the collection.  

 

Related Collections: Additional material relating to this collection can be found in the 

Charles L. Johnson Papers (SC4). More information on local composers, may be 

found by searching the main library catalog and the local history collections database. 

 

Biographical Sketch 

 

Charles Leslie Johnson was a music composer and arranger. Johnson was born in 

Kansas City, Kansas, in 1875 and died in Kansas City, Missouri, in 1950. Most of his 

life was spent in Kansas City, MO where he composed over 300 songs between the 

1890s and the time of his death. He studied African American ragtime music which 

lead him to compose 40 pieces in that style including, “Dill Pickles,” which is noted 

as one of his best ragtime songs. He composed cakewalk, tangos, waltzes, ballads, 

and novelty songs, and arranged piano scores for orchestras and many other song 

writers. More materials on Charles Johnson’s music can be found in, A Songbook of 

Charles Johnson [M 781.645 J66S]; located on the third floor of the Central Library. 
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Johnson is also credited, although he is not the writer, for the popular orchestra 

arrangement of the “Missouri Waltz,” which eventually became the official song of 

the state of Missouri. President Harry Truman was known to publicly play the song 

on the piano many times. Many of Johnson’s popular hits sold millions of copies.  
 

A resident of Paola, Kansas, Philip A. Stewart, started his Charles L. Johnson 

collection in 1979. He first discovered the music of Johnson while visiting a flea 

market in Kansas City, MO, and continued collecting because he wanted others to 

learn about Johnson and his music. Stewart believed Johnson would have been a more 

recognized name had he left Kansas City and pursed his music in New York. Through 

his collecting of Johnson’s music, Stewart was able to release three books: The Music 

of Charles Leslie Johnson: A Collector’s Journey [MVSC Q 781.64 J66ZS]; The 

Music of Charles Leslie Johnson [MVSC Q 781.64 J667S 2009]; and Rags and Other 

Riches: Instrumental Selections of Charles Leslie Johnson, which includes 

comprising of Johnson’s music and details of his life. A longtime educator and 

teacher by profession, Philip A. Stewart died in 2017. 

 

Scope and Content Note 

 

This collection contains sheet music composed by Charles Johnson and additional composers 

dating from 1895 to 1947. The sheet music ranges from ragtime, cakewalks, waltzes, novelty, to 

two-step. Most of the sheet music has been arranged alphabetically by song title. Johnson’s 

picture show music and the Piano Selections from Foster Edition are housed at the end of the 

collection. Some songs have multiple copies, though some pieces may be different versions. In 

addition to music there is an article about Philip Stewart, the creator of this collection. 

 

For many years, it was believed that the names Ethel Earnist and Fannie B. Woods were 

pseudonyms for Charles L. Johnson. However, recent scholarship strongly suggests that both 

women were real and wrote their own music. As such, the composer of the song, “Peanuts (A 

Nutty Rag)” was likely created by Earnist, and “Sweetness” should be credited to Woods. 

 

Please note that a portion of Charles L. Johnson’s songs include racist stereotypes and imagery. 

 

Collection Inventory 

 

f. 1 Miami County Republic news article 

f. 2 12th Street Rag - By the Winding Tennessee 

f. 3 Can You Bring Back the Heart - Deep in My Heart Beloved 

f. 4 Dementia America - Drifting in a Lover’s Dream 

f. 5 Everybody Calls Her Sunshine - Golden Moon 

f. 6 Golden Spider - I Want to See My Pickaninny 

f. 7 I’ll Be Waiting for You - Jubilee in the Sky 

f. 8 Kaiser’s Military Bal l- Lucy Lee 

f. 9 Ma Pickaninny Babe - My Little Woman 

f. 10 My Love for Old Kentucky -Ozark Moon 

f. 11 Pansy Blossoms - Rose of Tennessee 

f. 12 Scandalous Thompson - Somewhere Along the Missouri Tonight 

f. 13 Song of the American Eagle- Sweetness 

f. 14 Take Mamma Dear Along - Twinkles 
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f. 15 U.S.S. Texas March - What’s the Use of Crying 

f. 16 When Clouds Have Vanished - When You’re Full of Love 

f. 17 Where the Lanterns Glow -You’re the Girl That I’ve Been 

f. 18 Charles L. Johnson’s Picture Show Music 

f. 19 Piano Selections from Foster Edition 

 

Index 

 

12th Street Rag        2                                         

Alabama Slide        2 

Alicia (Dream Name of My Dreamland Maid)   2  

All I Want in This World is You     2  

All the Money        2 

Apple Jack        2 

As Our Boys Come Marching Home     2 

Ava-Jean        2 

Back to Loved Ones       2 

Barber Pole Rag       2  

Barn Dance        2 

Be a Pilgrim (And Not a Ram)     2 

Be Careful Mary       2 

Beautiful Island of Dreams      2 

Because You Answered Yes, Etjedene    2 

Beedle-Um-Bo       2 

Belle of Havana       2 

Black Diamond       2 

Black Smoke, A       2 

Blue Goose Rag       2 

Blue Jay and the Squirrel, The     2 

Blushing Rose, The       2 

Bonnie Eyes of Brown and Blue     2 

Butterflies        2 

By the Silvery Nile       2 

By the Winding Tennessee      2 

Can You Bring Back the Heart I Gave You    3 

Carry Me on Old Pardner      3 

Cascade        3 

Cassandra Waltzes       3 

Cinda Lou        3 

Cloud Kisser        3 

Colorado and You       3 

Colorado Waltz       3 

Come Back To-night In My Dreams     3 

Corrigan        3 

Crazy Bone Rag       3 

Creaky, Creakity, Creaky      3 

Croon Time        3 

Cum-Bac-Rag        3 

Dads Behind the Sons Behind the Guns, The    3 
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Days That Have Gone By      3 

Dear Little Home Sweet Home     3 

Dedication March and Two-Step     3 

Deep in My Heart Beloved      3 

Dementia Americana       4 

Dill Pickles        4 

Dixie Twilight        4 

Do You Feel the Same Now, Dear     4 

Doc Brown’s Cake Walk      4 

Doodle-Dee-Dum       4 

Dorothy        4 

Down by the Old Garden Gate     4 

Down in Memphis       4 

Down Where the Trail Divides     4 

Dream-Days        4 

Dream of The Fairies       4 

Dream On        4 

Dreaming of You       4 

Dreaming the Old Dreams Once Again    4 

Dreaming, Still Dreaming of You     4 

Drifting in A Lover’s Dream      4 

Everybody Calls Her Sunshine     5 

Fairy Kisses        5 

Fairy’s Dream        5 

Far Across the Ocean Blue      5 

Fawn Eyes        5 

Fifty Years Ago When We Were Wed    5 

Fine and Dandy       5 

Fountain of Love       5 

Fraternity Waltz, The       5 

French Auto Cylinder Oil      5 

Frizzles        5 

Fun on The Levee       5 

Funeral Clothes       5 

Gavotte        5 

Ghost in The Piano, The      5 

Girl for Me, The       5 

Golden Hours        5 

Golden Moon        5 

Golden Spider        6 

Good for Nothin’ No-A-Count     6 

Goodbye Dear Heart       6 

Goodbye Susannah       6 

Gypsy Moon        6 

Happy Go Lucky Gal       6 

Harlequin Revels       6 

Harvest Hop        6 

He’s for Us All       6                                                                                 

Heart Fancies        6 
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Hen Cackle Rag       6 

Henry’s Slip’ry Slidin’ Trombone     6 

Hester on Parade       6 

Honey Girl        6 

Honeysuckle Tango       6 

Hymn to the Evergreen State      6 

I Don’t Want to Go Away      6 

I Like the Name of Dixie, but I Love My Northern Home  6 

I Love You Old Missouri      6 

I Never Thought I’d Miss You So     6 

I Want to See My Pickaninny      6 

I’ll Be Waiting for You      7 

I’ll Meet You on The Golden Shore     7 

I’m Goin’ Goodbye I’m Gone     7 

If I Only Had A Girl Like You     7 

If I Only Had A Sweetheart      7 

In Far Away Manila                  7 

In Flanders Field       7 

In Sweetheart Time       7 

In the Good Old USA       7 

In the Hills of Old Kentucky      7 

In the Land of The Sunny South     7 

In the Old Doorway       7 

In the Tropics        7 

Iola         7 

Ireland, I’m For You       7 

Isle of My Love       7 

It Takes A Coon to Do A ragtime Dance    7 

It’s the Closest Place to Heaven     7 

John Alexander Brown      7 

Jubilee in the Sky       7 

Kaiser’s Military Ball, The      8 

Kansas City Twirl, The      8 

Kansas The Gem of Our Nation     8 

Kiss Me Goodnight       8 

Kissing Bug        8 

Laddie Boy        8 

Lady Slippers        8 

Land of My Sunset Dreams      8 

Little Girl I Loved but Left Behind, The    8 

Little Girl, Good Night      8 

Little Star Won’t You Twinkle     8 

Lonesome Mama       8 

Lorelei         8 

Louisiana Purchase, The      8 

Love and Roses       8 

Love Me Again       8 

Love Token, A       8 

Lovey-Dovey        8 
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Lucinda’s Rag Time Ball      8 

Lucy Lee        8 

Ma Pickaninny Babe       9 

March of the Air Cadets      9 

March of the Rainbow Division     9 

March, Order De Molay      9 

Margery        9 

Matinee Girls, The       9 

May Breezes        9 

Meet Me in the Moonlight Carrie     9 

Meet Me on the Santa Fe Trail     9 

Meet Me Where the Shadows Fall     9 

Melody Rag        9 

Merry Widow, The       9 

Mid the Rice Fields of the Sunny South    9 

Monkey Biznez       9 

Moonbeams and You       9 

Moonlight Love       9 

Moonlit Waters       9 

Mother (My Own)       9 

My Beautiful Annabel      9 

My Cleo Lady        9 

My Dreamy Rose       9 

My Little Woman       9 

My Love for Old Kentucky      10 

My May Day Fortune       10 

My Missouri Cabin       10 

My Mountain Rose       10 

My Ole Dog and Me       10 

My Son Lou        10 

My Sweetheart is a Midnight Coon     10 

My World        10 

Nearer My God to Thee      10 

Neath the Skies of California Far Away    10 

Never Till I Knew You      10 

Nita         10 

None but The Brave       10 

Nonsense        10 

Oh My Honey I’m A’ Lookin’ For You    10 

Old Glory Unfurled       10 

One Night in Mexico       10 

Only a Faded Rosebud      10 

Our Boys Over There       10 

Our Directors        10 

Our Yesterdays       10 

Over the Old Back Fence      10 

Ozark Moon        10 

Pansy Blossoms       11 

Patty         11 
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Peaceful Henry       11 

Peach Blossoms       11 

Peanuts (A Nutty Rag)      11 

Peek-a-Boo Rag       11 

Pigeon Wing Rag       11 

Pine Needle Waltzes       11 

Pink Poodle        11 

Playmates        11 

Pollyana        11 

Porcupine Rag        11 

Powder Rag        11 

Praire Rose        11 

Pueblo         11 

Queen of Fashion       11 

Retrace        11 

Rose of Tennessee       11 

Scandalous Thompson      12  

School Life        12 

Shawod Time        12 

Should I Fall While Fighting      12  

Shrovo         12 

Silver King Rag       12 

Silver Lake        12  

Silver Star        12 

Slivers         12 

Sly Old Moon        12 

Smile on Me Again Sweetheart     12 

Sneaky Pete        12 

Snipes         12 

Snookums Rag       12  

Soldier Boy        12 

Some Day You’ll Love Me      12 

Somebody’s Smiling       12 

Somewhere Along the Missouri Tonight    12 

Song of the American Eagle      13 

Southern Beauties       13 

Spangles        13 

Spanish Moon        13 

Splinters        13 

Starligh        13  

Stars and Stripes, The       13 

Story that You Told Me in the Dell, The    13 

Summer Breezes       13 

Sunbeam        13 

Sunbeam of My Childhood Days, The    13 

Suppose the Rose Were You      13 

Swanee Rag        13 

Sweet and Low       13 

Sweet Love        13 
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Sweet Memories       13 

Sweet Nora McSheen       13 

Sweetheart        13 

Sweetheart Trail, The       13 

Sweetheart with You       13 

Sweetness        13 

Take Mama Dear Along      14 

Take Me Back to Dear Old Mammy     14 

Take-Me-Back-to-Col-ler-rad-da- Fer to Stay   14 

Tally-Ho Party, A       14 

Tar Babies Rag       14 

Teasing the Cat       14 

That Irresistible Rag       14 

That Little Sunny Southern Girl of Mine    14 

That Old Swiss Chalet in the Rockies    14 

That Story of Beautiful Love      14 

That’s How the Boys Spell V-I-C-T-O-R-Y    14 

The Sod Shanty       14  

There is Nothing Like an Old Song When Far Away from Home 14 

Tickler, The        14 

Tobasco        14 

Tramp, The        14 

Tripping Along       14 

Twinkles        14 

U.S.S. Texas March       15 

Under Fire        15 

Under the Beautiful Moon      15 

Under the Southern Moon      15 

United States of America (Stars on the Blue)    15 

Valse December       15 

Wanda         15 

Warwick Club March       15 

Wayside Willie’s March Weary Walker    15 

We Are All in the Same Boat Now     15 

We Will Follow the Red, White, and Blue    15 

Wedding of the Fairies      15 

Western Belles       15 

Western Queen Waltz       15 

What Sherman said Was Right     15 

What’s the Use of Crying      15 

When Clouds Have Vanished and Skies Are Blue   16 

When I Dream of You      16 

When I Take My Vacation in Heaven    16  

When May and I Were Sweethearts Long Ago   16 

When My Ship Comes in from the Sea    16 

When the Dream Man Brought You to Me    16 

When the Lilacs Bloom Again Lolly Dear    16 

When the Moonbeams Come Out Tonight    16 

When the Roses Fade Away      16 
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When the War Is Over      16 

When We Shall Meet Again      16 

When You and I Were Sweethearts Long Ago   16 

When You Dream of the Girl You Love    16 

When You Strike at Old Glory     16 

When You’re Full of Love, Run Over    16 

Where the Lanterns Glow      17 

Whirlagig        17 

Whispered Thought, A      17 

White Feathers       17 

Why Can’t I Make a Hit      17 

Wild Prairie Rose, The      17 

With Fire and Sword       17 

With You        17 

Without Thee        17 

Woodlawn Waltzes       17 

Yankee Bird        17 

Yes, I Am Dreaming       17 

You Have Stolen My Heart Away     17 

You Owe Your Dear Mother That Too    17 

You’re Drifting from Me Day By Day    17 

You’re the Girl that I’ve Been Longing For    17 

 

Processed by Tiffany Walker, Intern, April 2019. Updated by Kate Hill, Senior 

Archivist, October 2020. 
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