Guadalupe Center Collection (SC20)

Introduction

Established in 1919, the Guadalupe Center originally served as a settlement house
and gathering place for the growing community of Mexican immigrants residing on
the West Side of Kansas City. The center offered a variety of programs, including
medical clinics, classes, music and dance groups, sports teams, and social clubs. The
Guadalupe Center Collection contains scrapbooks, photographs, programs, histories,
and records that document an early period of the organization’s activities.

Descriptive Summary

Creator: Dorothy Gallagher and Guadalupe Centers, Inc.
Title: Guadalupe Center Collection

Dates: 1918-1977

Size: 2.5 linear feet, 5 boxes

Collection Number: SC20

Donor Information

Gift, 1977, Dorothy Gallagher. Additional materials donated by the organization’s
Board of Directors in 1983.

Citation Note

Guadalupe Center Collection (SC20), Missouri Valley Special Collections, Kansas
City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri.

Administrative Information
Additional Forms Available: Use copies are available for the scrapbooks and

photograph albums. Images from the photograph albums have also been digitized and
are available on www.kchistory.org.

Related Collections: Additional information about the Guadalupe Center may be
found in the following: Vertical File: Guadalupe Center; SC61-1 Hispanic Oral
History Collection; SC73 Agnes Ward Amber Club Collection; Manuscript File:
Gallagher, Dorothy; and Guadalupe Center: 50 Years of Service by John T. Duncan
and Severiano Alonzo [MV-BROWSE ART&SOC 331.85 D91G]. Further
information on immigrant communities and charitable organizations may be found by
searching the Missouri Valley Special Collection local history collections and the
main Library Catalog.
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Historical Sketch

The Guadalupe Center was established by the Agnes Ward Amberg Club in 1919 to
assist the growing community of Mexican immigrants residing on the West Side of
the city. Working closely with members of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph and
Our Lady of Guadalupe parish, the center provided health clinics, adult and youth
educational programs, translator services, scouting, sports teams, social and musical
clubs, and a dedicated meeting space.

First located in the rectory of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church (now a shrine) at 907
W 231 St., the Guadalupe Center moved down the street in the 1930s to a group of
three small, white houses at what is currently 1015 Avenida Cesar E. Chavez. These
houses would eventually all be torn down to make room for the center’s Mexican
hacienda-inspired headquarters, opened in 1936. A dispute in 1974 with the Catholic
Diocese, which had owned the building since 1944, caused the center to relocate to
2641 Belleview for a time. But the Guadalupe Center returned to the building in 1991
and completed an extensive renovation and expansion project in 2003. Now known as
Guadalupe Centers, Inc., it is considered one of the oldest — if not the oldest — active
Latino organizations in the U.S.

The majority of this collection was created by the center’s long-time resident director,
Dorothy Gallagher. A teacher and social worker, Miss Gallagher joined the Amberg
Club in 1925. She moved to the West Side shortly thereafter, immersing herself in
assisting the community. The daughter of a prominent druggist, Miss Gallagher and
her family donated the land and financed the construction of the Guadalupe Center’s
headquarters. She lived and worked at the center without pay until retiring in 1944.
Miss Gallagher died in 1982 at the age of 88.

Scope and Content Note

This collection contains materials relating to the activities, programs, and history of
the Guadalupe Center. The scrapbooks and photograph albums were created and
donated by Dorothy Gallagher, and largely document the events during her tenure
from 1926 through 1944. The operational records, historical accounts, and additional
items were donated a few years later by the center’s Board of Directors via John T.
Duncan. The collection is arranged by item type, subject, and chronologically where
possible.

Series 1: Scrapbooks, 1918-1944, 1968, 1972, 1974

The four scrapbooks in this series contain newspaper clippings, programs, brochures,
and other ephemera relating to the Guadalupe Center. Former director Dorothy
Gallagher included a detailed description of the scrapbooks at the time of her
donation, which provides insight into the events and subjects that are and are not
depicted. The series also contains a brief history of the center written by Board
Member John T. Duncan. Use copies of these scrapbooks are available.
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Series 2: Photograph albums, ca. 1920s-ca. 1940s

This series consists of three photograph albums containing images of activities and
people associated with the Guadalupe Center, including clinics, classes, festivals,
camping, families, clubs, sports, parades, and trips. The photos are black and white,
various sizes, and most are unidentified. A set of 43 photos at the end of Album 3
were likely taken during the year Dorothy Gallagher spent as a relief worker in
France shortly after the end of World War 1. The photos have been removed from
the black scrapbook paper they were originally glued to for preservation reasons. Use
copies of the photo albums, showing the photos’ original arrangement on the pages,
are available, and digitized photos may be found on www.kchistory.org.

Series 3: Operational records, histories, and assorted materials, 1919-1977 and
nd.

Items in this series include reports, minutes, organizational records, historical
accounts and promotional materials written by and for individuals associated with the
Guadalupe Center.

Collection Inventory

Series 1: Scrapbooks, 1918-1944, 1968, 1972, 1974

f.1 “Guadalupe Center, 1922-1972” by John T. Duncan, 1972

f. 2 “Introduction to Scrapbooks of Guadalupe Center, 1936-1944” by
Dorothy Gallagher, 9/1979

f. 3-5 Scrapbook #1, 1918-1930

f. 6-8 Scrapbook #2, 1931-1934 and 1974

f. 9-11 Scrapbook #3, 1931-1938

f. 12-19 Scrapbook #4, 1938-1944 and 1968

Series 2: Photograph albums, ca. 1920s-ca. 1940s

f. 20-23 Photograph album #1, ca. 1920s-1930s

f. 24-27 Photograph album #2, ca. 1930s

f. 28-30 Photograph album #3, ca. 1940s

Series 3: Operational records, histories, and assorted materials, 1919-1977 and

n.d.

f. 31 Annual reports, 1925-1973

f. 32 Board member lists and meeting minutes, 1973-1977 and n.d.

f. 33 Guadalupe Center articles of incorporation and constitution, and
Amberg Club organization information, 1940, 1946, and n.d.

f. 34 Office correspondence, 1965-1974

f. 35 Program scripts for “Your Church and Mine” and “The People Act,”
and assorted music, 1965 and n.d.

f. 36 Assorted histories remembrances, and descriptions of center activities,
n.d.
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f. 37 Thesis, incomplete history, and objectives of the Guadalupe Center,

n.d.
NOTE: These materials are believed to have been written by Sister
Rodriguez.

f. 38 “History of the Guadalupe Area” and detailed overview of services
and operations, n.d.

f. 39 “A History of Guadalupe Center, Kansas City, Missouri” by Sister
Michaela, 12/18/1959

f. 40 “Origin, History and Purpose of Guadalupe Center” by Thomas E.
Purcell, n.d.

f. 41 “History of Guadalupe Center” by John T. Duncan and Severiano
Alanzo, ca. 1972

f. 42 Histories of Our Lady of Guadalupe and Our Lady of Guadalupe
Church, 1944 and n.d.

f. 43 Agnes Ward Amberg Club yearbook, newspaper clippings, and
brochures, 1919, 1938, 1957, and n.d.

f. 44 Invitation, pamphlets, and newsletters, 1957-1972

f. 45 Reports on Christmas assistance programs, 1969-1972

f. 46 Correspondence and receipts regarding Christmas assistance programs,
1965-1966

Index

A partial name index is included.

Acuna, Lela 6
Aguilar, Carmen 3
Aguilar, Natividad 6
Aguilar, Ysaura 3
Aguilera, José C. 3
Aguirre, Lupita 12
Aguirre, Mike 12
Alanzo, Severiano 41
Alarez, Jesse 6
Albrecht, Rev. Fidelis 12
Aloysius, Sister M. 6
Alvares, Carmen 9
Alvarez, Carlos 3
Alvarez, Jesse 6,9
Alvarez, Joe 12
Alvarez, Juana 9
Alvarez, Maria 9
Alvarez, Ramon 3
Andello, David 6
Apra, W. Augustin 3
Arreguin, Fred 12
Arreguin, Max 12
Arreguin, Nick 6
Arrendondo, Maria 12
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Arriaga, Rodrigo de G. 3
Arrola, Leo 12
Arroya, Louisa 3
Arroyo, Antoinette 6
Arsola, Mrs. Alcario 3
Arsola, Socorro 6
Arzola, Irene 12
Arzola, Rudy 12
Arzola, Salvador 12
Ascensio, Felipa 12
Audelo, David 12
Azcona, Rev. Leonardo 3
Baer, Dr. Julius 3
Baldasso, Mary 9
Balzarine, Carmen 9
Balzarine, Dick 9
Barbosa, Chico 9
Barbosa, Tony 12
Barossa, Fred Henry 12
Becker, Walter J. 12
Bell, Katherine 3
Bergman, Mel 12
Beyer, J. 12
Bishop, Lorene 6
Blackburn, Dr. Victoria 3
Blee, Margaret 3
Bogart, Joyce 12
Briseno, Juanita 12
Burke, Mary 3
Burke, Nora 6, 12
Burwell, Helen 6
Camerillo, Irene 12
Carcia, Lupe 9
Carmona, Adolfo 3
Carmona, Nina Ana 3
Carrillo, David 9
Carroll, Mrs. 3
Castillo, Frank 12
Castro, Concho 6,9
Castro, Gavino 9
Castro, Luciano 9
Castro, Martin 12
Castro, Mrs. Gavino 9
Castro, Mrs. Reyes 12
Castro, Patricio 9
Chagayon, Maria 12
Chagogan, Louis 12
Chagoyan, Lupe 12
Chaney, Miss 9
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Child, Rev. Elmer R.

Christian, Antonia (Lewis)

Christman, Rev. Turibus
Cisnero, Albert
Cisneros, Alberto
Claggett, Mrs.
Clarke, Ida

Collins, Tom
Compean, Magdaleno
Compean, Manuel
Connor, Gertrude
Conrad, Marcella
Cookingham, L. P.
Corrigan, Agnes
Crahan, Frances
Cramer, Roscoe V.
Crenshaw, Mrs.
Crisman, George
Cummings, Nell
Cunningham, Fairy
Cyril, Sister

D’Anna, Francis Paul
Dacey, Phyllis

Daily, Rose

Danna, Francis
DeLeon, Joe
DeLeon, Rosa
Delgado, Joe

Dennis, John
DesMarais, Alice
Dias, A.

Diaz, Anna

Diaz, Charles

Diaz, Henry

Diaz, Juan

Diaz, Peter

Donahue, Agnes
Doyle, Helen
Draney, Dr. Thomas L.
Duncan, John T.
Dunne, Rev. Patrick
Edwards, Mrs. Dottie C.
Esperza, Juanita
Estill, Mrs. R. G.
Estill, Rev. R. G.
Estrada, Nicho
Flahive, Mary
Flanagan, Nelle
Flood, Tess
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Flores, Mary
Frausto, Angelita
Frias, Joel
Gallagher, Dorothy
Gallagher, John C.
Gallagher, Mary Louise
Gallardo, Juan
Gallardo, Michaela
Gallegher, Mrs. J. L.
Gallegos, Felix
Gallegos, Vicenta
Galvan, Frank
Gandara, Alfonso
Gandara, Alphonse
Gaona, Lydia
Garcia, Amparo
Garcia, Aurelia
Garcia, Carlos
Garcia, Cruz
Garcia, Elvira
Garcia, Guadalupe
Garcia, Henry
Garcia, Isabel
Garcia, Jesse
Garcia, Joe

Garcia, José
Garcia, Jr., Henry
Garcia, Juanita
Garcia, Louise
Garcia, Lupe
Garcia, Maria
Garcia, Martin
Garcia, Mauro
Garcia, Mrs. Guadalupe
Garcia, Primitivo
Garcia, Rafael
Garcia, Salvador
Garcia, Teresa
Garcia, Veliz
Garcia, Victoria
Glackin, Mary Ellen
Gomez, Abigail
Gomez, Alfredo
Gomez, Altagracia
Gomez, Antonia
Gomez, Dolores G.
Gomez, Esperenza
Gomez, Euklaldo
Gomez, Eziquiel
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Gomez, Guadalupe 3
Gomez, Hermelinda 3
Gomez, José 3
Gomez, Leopoldo 3
Gomez, Lola 12
Gomez, Manuel 3
Gomez, Marie de la pas 3
Gomez, Mrs. Guadalupe 3
Gomez, Rafael 3
Gomez, Roberto 3
Gomez, Sara 3
Gomez, Teresa 3
Gomez, Virginia 3
Gonzales, Alfredo 3
Gonzales, Anita 12
Gonzales, Benjamin 12
Gonzales, Mrs. Trinidad 12
Gonzales, Trinidad 12
Goulding, Elizabeth R. (Betty) 12
Green, Agnes 3,6,12
Green, Christine 12
Green, J. M. 6
Guerra, Angelica 9
Guerra, Angelita 9
Guerra, Bartola 12
Guerra, Beatrice 9
Guerra, Charlie 6
Guerra, Edward 12
Guerra, Joseph 12
Guerra, Mary Louise 12
Guerra, Mrs. Bartola 12
Guerra, Mrs. Vincent 12
Guerra, Mrs. Ysaura 9
Guerra, Olegario 12
Guerra, Refuge 9
Guerra, V. 12
Guerra, Vincent 12
Guerra, Virginia 12
Gutierrez, Consuelo 6
Gutierrez, Lupe 12
Gutierrez, M. 3
Gutierrez, Margarita 12
Gutierrez, Mary 6
Gutierrez, Melton 12
Gutierrez, Salvador 12
Hale, Rev. Bernard J. 3
Hanan, Everett 9
Hernandez, Cecilio 3
Hernandez, Cruze 3
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Hernandez, Mary 12

Hernandez, Mrs. Serispina 3
Hernandez, Paul 12
Hernandez, R. 9
Hernandez, Raymond 9
Hernandez, W. 12
Hernando, Miguel 3
Herrera, Ernestine 12
Herrera, Esperanza 12
Herrera, Leonardo 12
Herrera, Manuel 12
Hidalgo, John 9
Hidalgo, Juan 2,12,29
Hidalgo, Martina 29
Hite, Dr. H. D. 3
Hoffman, Dorothy 9
Hogan, Mary Julia 12
Holley, Anne 12
Homes, Gertrude 3
Hooley, Anne Sarachon 6
Houston, Frank 9
Hughes, Delphine 6
Hummon, Byron 12
Huntington, Catherine 6
Hurtado, Carmen 6,9, 12
Hurtado, Clementina 12
Hurtado, Gabriel 3,12
Hurtado, Maria 12
Huston, Bersabe 12
Ibarra, Anita 6
Ibarra, John 9
Jaime, Dr. Nicholas 2,3,9
Jarsmillo, José 3
Jaurez, Guadalupe 6
Jerme, Ridor 12
Johnson, Eleanor 3,6
Jones, Dr. G. A. 3
Juarez, Porfirio 3
Kast, Elizabeth 12
Kramer, Roscoe V. 12
Lara, Maria 3
Lemos, Julian 12
Licea, Joe 6
Lillis, Bishop Thomas F. 2,3,9, 12
Liney, Adeline 3
List, Felipe 12
List, Hector 9
Lonzano, Elvira 3
Lopez, Angela 27
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Lopez, Erie 9

Lopez, Erineo 6
Lopez, Freda 27
Lopez, Irene 27
Lopez, Joe 9
Lopez, José 6,9
Lopez, Manuel 12
Lopez, Maria Elena 9
Lopez, Mr. 3
Lopez, Mrs. Manuel 6
Lopez, Robert 9,12
Lopez, Roberta 9
Lovett, Grace 12
Lozano, Ramon 6
Lozano, Raymond 6
Luna, Maria 9
Lynch, Mrs. L. A. 12
MacCosham, Mary 3
Madina, Maria 6
Maltaner, Rev. Flavian 12
Margana, Santos 12
Marsinko, Rev. Felix 12
Martin, Mae 3
Martinez, Carrine 6
Martinez, Gilbert 12
Martinez, Peter 12
Mayberry, Anna 12
McCormick, Dr. C. V. 3
McCrudden, Bess 12
McGraw, Tom 3
McKay, Rev. James N. V. 3
Medellin, John 12
Medina, Anthony 12
Medina, Eleuterio 12
Medina, Frances 6, 12
Medina, Manuel 12
Medina, Pete 6
Mejia, Joaquin 3,6
Mejia, Luis 12
Melgoza, Elbira 3
Melgoza, Josephine 3,6
Melgoza, Louis 3
Melgoza, Mary Lou 6
Melgoza, Olivia 6
Melgoza, Rachel 6
Mendoza, Robert 12
Mendoza, Ysaura 3
Merchant, Antonio 3
Merino, Lucy 6,9
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Merino, Rita 12
Merino, Teresa 12
Michaela, Sister 39
Milberger, Eleanor 12
Montes, Joseph 12
Morales, Carmen 3

Moreno, Maria

Morino, Victor

Morris, Billy

Morris, Laura

Muehlschuster, F. L.

Mullen, Dr. C. J.

Mundo, Felicitas

Munoz, Fermin

Munoz, Lawrence

Munoz, Pascacio

Munoz, Rev. José

Munson, Fermin

Nieto, Helen

Nieto, Lalo

Nieto, Manual

O’Callaghan, Margaret

O’Flaherty, Katherine

O’Hara, Bishop Edwin V.

Oliva, Emoterio

Oliva, J. E. M.

Ontiveros, M. O.

Ontiveros, Mrs. M. O.

Ontiveros, Rudolph

Orear, Pauline

Orozco, Guadalupe

Orozco, Lupe

Orozco, Theodore

Ortega, John

Ortega, Mercedes 2,12

Ortiz, Amalia 6

Panuco, Bernable 12

Panuco, Bernie 12

Panuco, Carmen 12

Panuco, Enriqueta 12

Parades, Celia

Parades, Joe

Parades, Rudolph 9

Paredes, Celia 2

Patifio, Juan 9

Peet, Mrs. Herbert O. 9
9
9
9
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Perez, Albert
Perez, Antonia
Perez, Pete
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Perez, Ralph 9
Perez, Rev. Gabriel 3
Perez, Socora 9
Perez, Teresa 9
Perez, Tony 9
Peters, Dora 6
Pfeiffer, Marcella 12
Polsinelli, Frances 3
Ponce, Rosemary 12
Puente, Consuelo 12
Puente, Hilda 12
Purcell, Dr. Thomas E. 2,3,6,40
Quane, June 12
Quinonez, Samuel 9,12
Quinonez, Zenaida 12
Ramirez, Guadalupe 9
Ramirez, Ignacio 12
Ramirez, Lupe 12
Ramirez, Maria 3
Ramos, Isabelle 12
Rangel, Edward 9
Regency, Josephine 3
Reilly, Rev. T. J. 12
Renosa, Ceferina 3
Riggs-Miller, Maria 2
Riggs-Miller, Mrs. Edward 12
Riley, Dolores 12
Rina, Cata 6
Rios, Dolores 12
Rios, Inez 6,9
Rios, Manuel 12
Rivas, Ricardo 9
Rivera, Dolores 6
Rivera, Evangeline 12
Rivera, T. 12
Rivera, Thomas 12
Rivera, Tony 12
Robeson, Geraldine 12
Robles, Jessie 12
Rocha, C. D. 6
Rocha, Carlos 6
Rodarte, Anastacia 12
Rodriguez, Frank 9,12
Rodriguez, Joseph 12
Rodriguez, Paul 12
Rodriguez, Ray 12
Rodriguez, Raynaldo 12
Rodriquez, José 12
Romo, Rev. Antonio 12
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Rose, Sister
Rosenheim, Henry
Rubio, Fernando Ortiz
Saltero, Bob

Sanchez, August
Sanchez, Calalina
Sanchez, Concepcion
Sanchez, John
Sanchez, Julia
Sanchez, Mercedes
Sanchez, Mrs. Antonio
Sanchez, Socorro
Sanchez, Tony

Sauer, Margaret
Schmid, Mrs. John
Schultz, Eugene
Schwetschenau, Rev. Ubald
Shuster, lda
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Siedenberg, Rev. Frederick , 3
Sifuentes, Tony

Silva, Calletano

Silva, Julius

Sisneras, Cypriano 12
Solter, Bobby 12
Spoor, Mary 3
Stave, Gunter R. 12
Straley, Marguerite 12
Sullivan, Eva. J. 3
Sullivan, Marguerite 3
Summers, Dr. C. B. 3
Tamayo, Al 12
Tamayo, Amando 12
Tamayo, Consuela 9
Taney, Rev. Edward J. 12
Tierney, Rev. M. D. 3
Tomayo, Consuelo 6
Valades, Conchita 3
Valadez, Hope 6
Valdepena, Bernard 12, 29
Valdepena, Gerald Philip 12, 29
Valdepena, Jr., Bernard 12,29
Valdepena, Mrs. Bernard 12, 29
Valdepena, Raymond 12,29
Valdepena, Richard 12, 29
Valdepena, Romana 12,29
Valdepena, Ronald 12, 29
Valdepena, Rosalie 12,29
Valdepena. Robert 12, 29
Valdez, Irene 3
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Valdez, Jessie
Valdez, Luis
Valdiveso, Francisco
Valdivia, Amada
Valdivia, Salvador
Valedez, Richard
Valverda, Consuela
Valverde, Walter
Vasquez, Juan

Vela, Bertha

Vela, Teresa
Velasquez, Mr.
Velasquez, Salvador
Vera, Beatriz

Vera, Harriet

Vera, Joseph

Vera, Lola

Vera, Mrs. Nicolasa 12
Vera, Nicolasa 12
Vera, R. 12
Vera, Rudy 12
Vesecky, Mrs. Stephen 9
Villareal, Jesse 12
Wagenseller, Virginia 9
Walsh, May

Walter, Jewell

Ward, Frances
Waters, Pat
Webster, Dr. J. G.
Weilert, Blaine E.
West, Hattie
Whitman, Mr.
Williams, Mrs. W. E.
Wilson, Dorothy
Zuniga, Manuel
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Processed by Manager Gloria Maxwell and Special Collections Librarian Sara
Nyman, 1992 and 2006. Updated by Senior Archivist Kate Hill, May 2018.
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