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DEDICATION

IFTY classes have graduated from the

Independence High School. The class
of 1889 had seven students: that of today
two hundred and seventy. The faculty
has grown from a staff of two to thirty
six teachers, two secretaries, a libraran,
and the principal, The amount and value
of equipment have increased in accord-
ance with the number of |lll|!i|.\, Here is
written an enviable record of progress
and service, a record which is due entirely
to the loyal support of the citizens of In-
(tt']!l‘lll.ll'lll'l‘,

For their unswerving loyalty, inspira-
tion, and guidance, we think it only fitting
that we dedicate this issue of the GLEAM
to those citizens who have so efliciently
supported the Independence High School.
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-7 IN MEMORIAM

HIS PAGE is to stand as a tribute not only to our
fellow classmates who have fallen along the way,
but also to those who have passed on in the years gone
by. Each year there are a few students who must
cross “‘the bar" and meet their “Pilot face to face.”
Even though they are not with us in body, their past
achievements shall live forever in our memories. Tal-
mage said, “At our best estate we are only pilgrims
and strangers here. Heaven is our home.”
*And the stately ships go on
To their haven under the hill;
iut oh, for the touch of a vanished hand,

And the sound of a voice that is still.”

DoROTHY SCHWAER
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South Entrance







“I AM THE LIBRARY

“I teach the youth
Who comes with inquiring mind,

"l',;!;:tr to know all P issibilities
The universe holds in store for him.”










EXECUTIVE




ROGER SERMON, 008, a bashful bov, has be

come an outstanding citizen of his native
town. In the World War he served his coun-
try as captain, Fourteen years he has been

mayor of Independence,




Board of Education

EHIND the many activities that make up the life of William Chrisman

is the very eflicient Independence Board of Education. Much of the
progress of the school is due to the untiring efforts of this willing group of
individuals.

Mr. John Hinde is the able secretary of the board.

The board approved Mr. Street's idea of using the college plan of con-
ducting the study periods of the students, placing the responsibility upon
the student.

The wise expenditure of the distriet funds enables our school to have
excellent equipment and to offer more than forty commendable eredits. To
teach these various subjects, the board has carefully chosen an eflicient
corps of mstructors who teach the students not only school lessons but also
how to make the best use of their leisure time.




HIS YEAR it is fitting that we remember and pay tribute to the former

board members who helped make our school one to be proud of, and
who assisted us in striving to achieve our ideals. They were faithful, en-
thusiastic, and rendered untiring service. They set a high standard for
their successors.

In 1921 the first women served on the Board: Mrs, W, B, Dickinson
served twelve vears: Mrs. William Erickson served nine vears and was fol.
lowed by Mrs. Jesse Martin, Mr., John A. Sea was a capable president of
the board most of his twenty-six years of service. Also serving as pres
ident, Mr. Albert M. Ott was an inspiration to the rest of the group. Mr.
John W, Davis was first a member and later a most eflicient secretary. Mr.
Van Smith and Mr. Emil Helff performed their duties admirably. We are
also grateful for the steadfast work of other members,

Mr. Duncan, faithful custodian for twenty vears, was a friend to all.
Mr. Kreeger has succeeded Mr. Duncan.
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Superintendent
of Schools

The Independence High School,
the past half century, has sent out
as graduates forty-two hundred
and ninety yvoung men and women.

They received training to better
fit them to take an active part in
the life of the community. Many
are prominent in the professions.
Others have been called to posi-
tions of honor and trust in local,
state, and national affairs.

E. B. STREET.

WILLIAM F. BAHLMANN, captain in the Confederate Army, a native of
Virginia, attended the University of New York, studied two years in Ger-

many, was superintendent of the Independence schools, 1887-1896. He

organized the high school, teaching some classes himself. Later he taught

German in the Warrensburg State Normal School.
Outstanding in the history of the school is Mr. Palmer, who became
=I_lpu'!"lllh'lltll'.lﬂ of the ]]le |1I'|1l|l'Hl'l' :"‘:‘l'h“lll_*% i]l 1[""1, ”l.‘ hl"It'l l|n‘ ]l&lnitlilli

Tor twenty years.
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Principals

Fhe senior class is to be commended for
dedicating the GLEAM to those, living and
dead, who have contributed greatly to our
school.

The largest contributing factor has
been the fine quality of its students, The
records and trophy cases are mute, but
convinecing, testimony of this. Let the
students of the next half century be ded-
icated to the same l<l|'l}‘ ambitions,

*And when the world links your names,

With gracious lives and manners fine,

The teachers shall assert their claims,
And proudly whisper, ‘These are
mine." "
J. N. HANTHORN.

MR. W. L. C. PALMER, principal eleven years, devoted his time unceas-
ingly to aiding the students, Having a broad education, he was well fitted
to cope with difficult situations. His eager interest, wise guidance, unfail-
ing courtesy made him beloved by all.

MR. GEORGE S. BRYANT, principal fourteen years, steadfastly per

formed his duties and gave sagacious counsel and inspiration to the pupils,

With his liberal education, brilliant mind, charming personality, and help-

ful suggestions, he managed the school affairs capably.







Seniors

WILLING and progressive group of

students has filled the senior offices
and maintained the prestige of their pred-
ecessors. During the first semester, Cur-
tis Alloway was chosen president, with
Anita Gilson, secretary. James Sheetz
acted as viece president, while Ruth Har
der and Leslie Hunter collected dues as
treasurers.

For the second semester Charles Grab-
ske was elected president with Mary Jane
Gray, secretary. Betty Lindsey served as
vice president and Marie Allen and Tie-
man Crow as treasurers,

'l'h!'r:ug'.‘. the efforts of the class officers,
a class dance, the first of its kind, was suc-
cessfully given., The oflicers are on the
committees to select the class rings and

announcements.

Sophomores

HE SOPHOMORES failed to live up to their name of

“green horn,” for they started the year with a very fine

selection of officers. Thomas Duckworth served the office of
president very capably, Jack Montague was vice president ;
Jeanne Scott, secretary; Arthur Hacker, reporter; Billy
Stewart and Harriett Allen, treasurers.

The second semester was introduced by another outstand-
ing group of oflicers. Billy Stewart was elected as pres-
ident; Arthur Hacker as vice president; Eleanor Landfried
as secretary, and Jacqueline Davis and Bob Hutchings as
treasurers.
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FH[I many vears an English teacher. Miss

Brown, has contributed much to the cul.

tural life of the community. She teaches the
Mary Paxton Study Class, the Saturday

Class, and the Browning Society.




Miss Hamnipt

Engi

English Department

HE ENGLISH department has always had

one of the best organized courses of study in
William Chrisman. Three years of English are
compulsory, the fourth being elective. Grammar
and literature are studied in the sophomore year,
American literature in the junior vear, and Eng-
lish literature in the senior year. Grammar en-
ables pupils to express themselves in their writing
and speaking correctly, and effectively. Litera-
ture gives the student an opportunity to become
acquainted with famous authors and some of the
literary masterpieces of the world. Public speak-
ing, included in this department, is offered to all
students. It is presented most interestingly by
Miss Northern.

Miss Matilda Brown, who taught for many
years, was the outstanding member of the Eng-
lish department, Some of her pupils who followed
in her footsteps and taught English are Miss Mat-
tie McCoy (Mrs. Emory Wright), Miss Helen
Ross, Miss Mildred Sturges (Mrs. Marion Crews),
and Miss Emina Hill.

The work of this department is ably carried on
by the present staff —Miss Ames, Miss Hill, Miss
Layton, Miss Northern, and Miss Potter.




Social Science

NE of the largest departments of the Inde-

pendence High School is that of social sci-
ence. Social science is worth while because these
subjects are closely connected with our lives to-
day. In the history courses the students are
given an insight into the historical development
of our Nation and the nations of Europe. Soci-
ology gives the historical, psychological, physical,
and cultural factors of social life. Economics
shows the economie conditions of our country.
Civies gives the development of the political life
and points the way to better citizenship.

The social studies group rests in the capable
hands of six teachers. Miss Mary Lucas, Mrs,
Asenath Schroeder, Mr. John Blackmore, and
Miss Louise McDonald make the study of history
very worth while. Sociology and economics are
presented in an interesting fashion by Miss Anna
Stewart and Mr. Joseph Biter.

One of the first and one of the oputstanding
teachers of this department was Miss Margaret
Phelps. She did much to advance the department
to what it is today, one of the finest departments
of the school system, She organized the George
S. Bryvant Debating Society. From that beginning
interest in debate has grown until William Chris-
man is known for its capable debate teams,

Migs ¢ :
B oo

Mr. Jons BracKMos
Soctal Scence







Sciences

C]“:I.‘\\[\\ 1S |‘}I‘l'li1(i of |'1l‘}' \\r'[i-l'lillilllit'ci SCl-

ence department which presents a wide

range of subjects: chemistry, physies, biology,
and agriculture. While not all sciences are given
here, the ones available in Chrisman enable the
students to secure a beneficial knowledge of sci-
ence. One year of science is required.

The chemistry course is a study of kinds and
properties of matter, its chemical changes, and
the law and theories that regard this change.
Physics deals with the phenonema of inanimate
matter involving no chemical changes.

Biology, offered to sophomores only, comprises
zoology and botany. Zoology is the study of ani-
mal life; botany, the study of plant life. Agricul
ture gives the students the problems and solutions
of farming.

The teachers in this department are Mr. J. D.
Beets and Mr. August Ehmke for biology, Mr,
Earl Page for physics, Mr, Earl Phillips for agri-
culture, and Mr. Elliott for chemistry. Mr, Elliott
has worked very diligently in his department for
many years, thus making chemistry a worth
while study for all students.




Fine and Industrial Arts

T“l': .-\.l:'[' classes, illHl]'H('T\‘li h_\' Miss .\'l‘”
Sampson, have made posters for all enter-
tainments at Chrisman and painted scenery for
the operetta and the minstrel show. Miss Samp-
son is sponsor of the Art Club and of the National
Art Honor Society.

The high school orchestra under the capable
leadership of Miss Jessie Smith, has taken an ac-
tive part in the life of the school. Miss Smith
also directs the Girls’ Chorus and the Glee Club,

Ably trained by Mr. Edward Schowengerdt,
the Bovs' Chorus has furnished several well-
rendered numbers for assembly programs this
vear.

Mr. L. E. Morris, our mechanical drawing
teacher, is well versed in the art, and the classes
have made marked progress under his leadership.
Mechanical drawing is not only interesting, but it
is also useful in later life if one plans to be a con-
tractor or blue-print reader.

The manual training classes, under the direc-

tion of Mr. Henry Wininger, have made many
useful things. The course teaches one to use his
mind and hands to the best of his ability.




Commerce

VEN though the Commercial Department is a

comparatively new one in William Chrisman,
it 1s well liked, and the courses proffered are be-
coming more important each year. The following
subjects are offered: shorthand, typing 1 and 1L
and bookkeeping. These studies are elective.

The purposes of this department are to give to
students who plan to enter the business world an
understanding of business procedure; skill in the
handling of correspondence and office detail: a
knowledge of the principles and practices of ac
counting ; and an attitude of cheerfulness and tact
that will enable them to work pleasantly as well
as efficiently with their associates.

The students also serve the school by typing
outside of the class for the GLEAM and Envoy,
and making stencils and book lists for the teach-
ers.

Miss Emma Witt was the first teacher of this
department. Other former teachers were Miss
Mildred Moss, Miss Alberta Moore, and Miss
Courtney Smarr.

Miss Fallon, Miss Cravens, Miss Page, Miss
Myers, and Mr. Athey, who are the present staff,
capably instruct in these interesting courses,




Home Economics

I,\' THE HOME ECONOMICS department there
are two divisions: the sewing and the cooking.

The sewing is under the supervision of Miss
Margaret Chiles. A two-year course is offered in
which the student becomes an efficient seamstress.
Many of the costumes are entered in contests, and
Chrisman girls have won many honors, At the
end of each vear there is a display of that year’s
outstanding work. The sewing classes prove both
interesting and beneficial.

Miss Vergie MeCray heads the cooking divi-
sion. In very modernly equipped kitchens she in-
structs students in the art of cooking. They not
only cook, but plan and serve meals, Classrooms
studies are held three days a week, in which a val-
uable knowledge of calories, vitamins, minerals,
and menus is gained. Chrisman cooking students
enter many contests and are winners,

Chrisman is proud of her library, which is be-
coming bhetter equipped all the time. In this Ii-
brary may be obtained fiction, non fiction, texts,
references, encyclopedias, and maps. Mrs. Jessie
Moore is the librarian who heads this excellent
library.




Athletics and R. O. T. C.

C“.-\"H HUHN and Mr. French manage the
boys' physical education department. Mr.
Huhn coaches the basketball and football teams.
With his help we won the regional basketball
tournament and went to the state tournament at
Columbia. In addition to his coaching work he
teaches hygiene and European history. Mr.
French has a busy time teaching the boys’ gym
classes. Mr. French also sponsored the popular
noon hour basketball games.

Miss Doutt is in charge of girls' physical educa-
tion. This is her first vear of teaching at Chris-

man as she replaced Miss Bryant last fall. She

has managed the girls’ gvm well and is very pop-
ular with all her students.

This marks the third vear that Major Pendle-
ton and Sergeant Dean have taught R, O. T. C. at
Chrisman. Each year has seen an improvement
in their elasses. Under their successful guidance
the rifle team won fifth place in this corps area.
The Major again sponsored a successful R. O. T.
C. ball. The Major and Sergeant plan to send a
drill platoon to the Kansas City R, O, T. C. eircus
again this year.
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Classroom Views




STUDENTS




[LWAYS a student, Doctor Harrington
studied in Kansas University, Harvard,
Vienna, Munich, Strausburg., and Paris. He

gave service in the United States army and

is now connected with the Mid-west Psycho-

analytic Society,
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Harry S. Truman, Chrisman grad
nate of 1901, has been an n-ulxi.mllny_'

figure in politics. He served as presid

ing judge of the Jackson County Court
and 1s now a United States Senator
from Missouri.
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Miss PHELPS, former history teacher, or-
ganized the first debating society in William
Chrisman, The George S. Bryant Society,

named in honor of the principal. She taught

her students to be good citizens.





































SINCE his graduation in '20, Blevins
Davis has distinguished himself in several
fields. He has been English teacher,
school principal; now he has entered the

radio field, directing and presenting plays
on the air,













Sophomore Play

THIS yvear on December 17, 1937, the sophomore class present-
ed two one act plays. The directors of the plays were the class
sponsors, Miss Genevieve Cravens and Miss Ethe| Benfield.

The first play that was presented was “The First Dress Suit,"”
a nationally known prize winning play. It was this play that won
first place in the contest of plays at Chrisman on January 28, 1938,
The characters of “The First Dress Suit” were as follows: Teddy,
himself : Mrs. Hastings, his mother: Betty, his sister: and Johnny
Drake, Betty's fiance. They were played by Billy Stewart, Maxine
Webb, Marybelle Sutton, and Jack Montague respectively.

The second play was “The Cornhusk Doll,” a one act drama.
The characters were: Charlotte Camelot, film star; Jack Roberts,
her manager; Don Gates, reporter; Katie, the maid: and Walden,
the butler; and played by Lois Williams, Don Thiel, William Chop-
lin, Willa Mae Mallet, and Willis Norman, respectively.

Specialties between acts were: Bonnie Lee Curnutt, an acro-
batic dance; Frances Tomlinson, a piano solo; Howard Sher, tap
dance; Helen Louise Resch, popular song; and Jack Kroesen, a
piano medley.



















CHARLES R0OS8, a graduate of 01, is out-

standing in newspaper work and at present

is editor of the St. Lowis Dispateh. He was
editor-in-chief of the first GLEAM of Inde-

pendence.







Assistant Gleam Staff

L.Lad Carmichael, Anna Mae Goebel, Blondina Reagan, and Jean Mosier
wrote articles, worked industriously on the alumni section, and identified
class and organization pictures. Directing the staff, Miss Emina Hill

superintended the work making sure that the material was in perfect

condition for the printer.
The typists, Maxine Thrasher, Irene Street, Elma Lund, Jean Lynch,

Anita Gilson, and Pauline Broadbent diligently worked to get the matenrial
in order for the printer. Miss Ada Fallon ably directed this group of
workers.

Mr. Dale Pigg competently instructed the advertising staff in the art
of salesmanship. Elsie Hart and Alex Jones, the advertising managers,
worked untiringly and persistently to secure ads for the support of the
Annual. Their able assistants were Doris Train, Barbara Bundschu,
FErwin Miller.

Along with all other school finances, Miss Janie Chiles sponsors the
business department of the GLEAM. Her business managers were Richard
Staihr and Ross Anderson. They checked up in the finances, carried cuts

to and from the engraver, and took care of other money matters.
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“HECOTONE.

ELECTROLYTIC

ETCHINGS

THE MOST PROGRESSIVE
STEP IN THE MAKING OF
SCREEN PRINTING PLATES
SINCE THE BEGINNING OF

PHOTO ENGRAVING

HOLLAND ENGRAVING CO.
CANDLER BUILDING . KANSAS CITY, MO.
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