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it as being fun, despite the f'ami.Ly losing everything.
Caught loose pigs and bcooked then min the back yard.

c~o~- t eacher a 2 :10.e in the bi_l il1.gU~;:?,.l. progran1 a t est b.tgh schoo] .
L;Fl' ;

t.~;

t)11~~'.i !B. in k .C1110 we,q-r, s i de :~ l):t:~ . IIi-, },94J.~·. Par-entis
g s:Lst er's , 3 br ot h er s

IvI ov ec1 t o sevsl'f-J.l houses on v , s ide.

<c. '7
,~29 ,'- 'dJ_ Parent.s -Iosepb:tD.8 J)eI'e~~':c iJ:v;_, B.D,a. s'6ep fat11eT W'8.S :r~O l:>:ts :Pel.... eg:-:··~ '118_. Both
bor n Ln !\Jlexico. Spol::e ~pc3'J:i.sb, c!,t home , Lear-ned Eric1:Lsh &'f: (~·J.3.da l'I.l~)e 8c::-1001._

'-!'1
:;8''-' i\ t t e11cled C· ~.)'8.d ..~~. 1-<:-6. T11e~11 e.tt~eJ.1d,od St . Ce.tb_:~~c~Ltl 8 E) Ln Etr.rpC}7 j..E., ICs.

/&1 ..,
49 r-ecaLf.s her family 8.5 bei ng 0 ','18 of the poorest of the Door on t h.e \VGst side .
l!v ::<,,:e21'18J.. gr- andmot.her died vex·~:T YOl7Ytg, rnotr}erE ~rOl111_ge}:' br-ocher- s wer e 18ft 'with
h er , IJJ,us 8.11 ch.i.Ldeen , iJer:r ba d memor-Les OJ.. 5 CLlOOJ_ YC8:rE~. J3\;l'l) L-l.u'l children
there who wer-e not affiliated with the church got left out of many activities,
etc.

1'-1
68~ returned to KC and attended VJest ,Jr. went for 9th and loth. C;uit in
the middle of lOth grade.

returned recently

./~ C~
75-il. ttended church and confession every week but parents were not active in the
other church functions.

1" )-
81':s he- and friends active in guada center only thing she can remember. Nuns A

were good to them. formed clubs there. predominately ma there. Liked
cooking, putting on plays with othe kids for mothers.

/ /3':>"
113 -- flood. recikl1s
Everyone had chickens.
lots of activity

11Y
136. No one who exerted a great influence on her.

~? / ~)::J;~ -

143 ~ Ha lpy in the 9th grade, despite fights between blacks and me::k:. Students
got along fairly wel L, By lOth grade she "'law feeling pr-eaaur-e from home
becuase she was the oldest. Methe had many younger: chi.l.dr-en , took no interest
in school.

_~I/~"1
156. 'v.J , s very shy, Lnexper-Lenced , had difficulty finding a job Finall~

went to wor-k at a candle factory on SW BLVD. jvlother knew the s uper vis or t her e .



great diff'Lcult.y r~~;cJ.ding.

'l' i ': 9d of ha vei rlg GO
have S'J!'18 t.L 'i 'Ni t h

:·: ~-Ljs i.(" ~~ .~, t"r- ::Y:-~S,

Supervisor told the Mother she could work answering ph one s . Instead, she
~as put to work cl ieaning toilets. Still feels great resentment toward
the \oIoman.

/ c;{l~

170':-' s t ayed about 3 days, then found a job at St. !\jarys Hospital as a dietary
ajde. Took trays to the patients, etc. St yed a couple of mi n t h s . Tired of
working, wan t ed to ge5 out of the house. Tired of turning over her :pay check
to moshee, wanted to get rna r Led, Herriage was something to do. Harried

/ u / j
/ If,)

181- Got married at aGe 18. Husband was only 16. Ren t e d an appartment,
husband worked for about a ye2r. returned to n i gh t school but didnt finish.
Pregnant when sbe got married, felt her parents wou~d be very upset. Did
not return to her parerrta home for a long ti e after she had the child.

/.2(\~
199- Now has two children, s on and da1.Jgher. Daughter attends st. pios
Son in our lady fa the l\.mericas.(g _.ada)

, :J..-I d--
206-Became active in commund ty much La t e e , Busy "lith children

~
he and husband became activein model c:;'ties program near its e d at the

encouragemen t of a friend. Lived in govermnnet projects ae the time,
2... t,:.(>

J . e ad returned to ark c,t Jones store, hust cand vJaS getting machit ish training
from maripower , Tea hera at .i:'enn Valley, '...here husband wat attending night
school, kept enco~rageng him t o go days. E'jnally she got f ull tiie job nd
they mad a pplication t o live in the.Tojects 6 0 he c ould r et.urn , elt
like she was really doings something, c cn t r i b tine. Did not mir.d going to
I'JOrk. Felt it VIas so ething they were doing together. when Pecina found
out husband was attending college, he enc our: Ge d them to c;~i~ Ln l;o rnode L c i.t.Les ,
;',hich they f'i_~18.1::"y did.

2 /l
2.267- ;; Got in o~;.:"ed ~_;.l ;:~ ru'Lt.ur e gr-oup whi.ch werrt over t o Lee. enworbh pr i son
to help :'''lex. pris·:)rlers. .r-a , I:Iern.8J1de.u b;:::G~1:tl :LIl Gb..':·"('g_ t t:;:J(]_ /16 t~}l:= gro\~p

every Saturday to Leavem'J()r~h. Husband wa s head of the group to st,",rt ;",rith
but when he go:-; t oo !!lc;'-.l1y mee t Lng rshe vo.Lunt e ered to ~J3.k8 0\/,:';)1'. Husband
protested, said s he ~\l o !l!Jl nat b ~) -iccepted t!ial' benause she "la s a woman, He
'J..3!" 8 ~d to l~=t l1er try Lt, L'i.kes wor-kLng VJ:"1.;ll rex pe op.l.e ,

J ? r:tfrr'
~ .... .:._..--) ::J-fl .t.,~, - .... ,.... d 1. .".::lo...... .,.... .,' • ..J • ( ~ ..;.. ~ "' ::l ,~, . LOl-, J ' "
,./.L 0" ano t.ner oman Le'len, 1,/) Or,L ,-:1..1.0"'0' an.... JU,""- ._'_ J,,11L- J a 1~ !l.1.:.'::l woman
h'3.~3 joi11ed. Beg~xc_ g8tti!lg haas.Las f'r om newer pr-Lsoner s , J!hnrle b.i.LLs became
encumous be ;-:;-·l.'llSe l)·r~-j_f30ner.s ~i]e-t.llri ell lli:::r ~oll ; ·; ;:t. .Decided i t: \~J,~~f3 Irne to XJl0 \ore

on , Ha.d i~lVG1ved other s who n vJ 11':'\ '/eG:3.l-;:8"l it OV8r'. :\ l)·),'1't Lno-5uo mex ,
Li s one s ·t l ~ e ~ &11 t .8 ~:~ 8.

PrLsoner-s have to re.:lliz··,~ tl-1c.lt mo t peoIl,e dont care abo .:

358..--3Z0~(in6 10:" ;;.. j00 , .as hi.r e d for L,,,e.cher-s Elide bili,\~U':,.l,
,,-/;2-4

379':' Doe not :~:Lce :3c h o(.\1 ~ does vio l. want. t" .:c' :~Llr'1. Has
Anxious :for ~.:: h -; . l dr 2 r~ t; ,) S:ro -."" up a nd get out of the home ,
worry about he chi.Ldr en -3.1 :1. i';h ,~ ti'l r-= , woul, like to Just
her hueb.snd , .oul.d like t o t_~· ~-.l_"i..t ·-.:l lj_ t i i_no l.:) ·!.7", ~_ t ~~;~lt :,_ -r ,



October 26, 1978
Interviewer: Irene Ruiz
Interviewee: Mrs. Mary Lou Hernandez

Tape 53A

005-010 Mrs. Hernandez is a teachers aide in the bilingual program at West
High School.

011-019 Born April 14, 1944 on the West Side. Had 8 sisters, 3 brothers.
Family lived in several houses in neighborhood.

020-028 Recalls more houses, more people and activities in the neighborhood
when she was young.

029-037 Parents were Josephine Peregrina and stepfather Louis Peregrina.
Both from Mexico. Spoke Spanish at home.

038-044 Attended Our Lady Of Guadalupe until the last year of grammar
school. Attended St. Catherine's in Emporia, Kansas, for 1 year.

045-048 Mother was a homemaker, father a laborer in packing houses and
with railroad.

Attended West Junior High. Quit school mid-year in 10th grade.

CanIt recall anyone who exerted a great influence on her.

Attended church and confession weekly but parents were not active
in other church functions.

Recalls family as being extremely poor. Gramdmother died young,
leaving mother to care for younger brothers as well as her own
children. Very bad memories of early school years.

Recalls flood of 1951 as a fun time because of all the activity, other
children to play with.

Active with friends at Guadalupe Center. Formed clubs. Friends
predominately Mexican-American.

Happy in 9th grade, despite racial tensions between Black and
Mexican students. By 10th grade she felt pressure to quit and
help support the family because she was oldest.

049-067

..--'

068-074

075-080

081-112

113-135

136-142

143-155

156-169 Was shy, inexperienced, had difficulty find a job. Mother
eventually found a job for her at a candle factory on Southwest
Blvd. Manager promised her a job answering the phone and instead
made her clean toilets.

170-180 Quit job after 3 days, found another carrying food trays to patients
at St. Mar-y's Hospital. Tired of working and turning over her
paycheck to mother. Wanted to marry as an escape.

181-198 Married at age 18; husband 16. Pregnant when married. Husband
quit school, later returned to night school. Life was very difficult.



199-205 Had one other child. Both attend Catholic schools.

206- Was busy with children and apathetic towards the community for
many years. Returned to work full-time and moved into a
government housing project so husband could attend college. Friend
and community activist Don Pecina talked husband into getting
involved with Model Cities.

267-311 Husband headed a culture group which visited Mexican-American
prisoners in Leavenworth on Saturdays. She took the group over
when husband became too busy. Husband was hesitant at first to
allow her to do it. Feared a woman would not be accepted.

312-357 Got other women involved, resigned when she felt she could
accomplish no more. Some 400-500 Mexican-American prisoners at
Leavenworth.

358-378 Hired for bilingual program.

379-429 Wishes she could like school, but reading problems make studying
difficult. Tired of hassles with the children, wants more time alone
with husband. Anxious for children to leave home.

430-449 Believes politics have made her want more privacy. Reflects on
difficulties being in politics.

450-468 Husband has served on city council for 4 years. Has grown,
learned much from husband and political experiences.


