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John W. Bluford III Papers (SC226) 
 

 

Introduction 

 

This collection contains biographical material, correspondence, articles, reports, 

presentations, photographs, DVDs, and publications highlighting the career of 

healthcare administrator John W. Bluford III. Bluford served in multiple 

administrative roles in Minneapolis, Minnesota, before becoming the Executive 

Director and CEO of Truman Medical Centers in Kansas City, Missouri, in 1998. He 

retired from that position in 2014 but has since continued his work in the field as the 

founder and president of the Bluford Healthcare Leadership Institute. 

 

Descriptive Summary 

 

Creator: John W. Bluford III 

Title: John W. Bluford III Papers 

Dates: 1975-2017 

Size: 2.58 linear feet, 3 boxes, 1 oversize folder 

Collection Number: SC226 

 

Donor Information 

 

Gift, 2016-2019, John W. Bluford III. 

 

Citation Note 

 

John W. Bluford III Papers (SC226), Missouri Valley Special Collections, Kansas 

City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri. 

 

Administrative Information 

 

Related Collections: Additional materials with information regarding John W. 

Bluford III may be found by searching the local history collections at 

www.kchistory.org.  

 

Biographical Sketch 

 

John W. Bluford III is a nationally recognized healthcare administrator with over 40 

years of experience. Raised in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Columbia, South 

Carolina, Bluford attended Fisk University and Northwestern University before 

beginning his career as an epidemiologist at the Centers for Disease Control. His first 

hospital role was as a night administrator at Cook County Hospital in Chicago, 

Illinois. He soon moved to Hennepin County Medical Center in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota, where he served in various leadership roles – including CEO – for 21 

years. While in Minneapolis, Bluford also led the Pilot City Health Center. 

 

In 1998, John Bluford accepted the position of Executive Director and CEO of 

Truman Medical Centers (TCM) in Kansas City, Missouri. During his tenure at TCM, 
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Bluford worked to expand the physical presence of the organization, raise its profile 

as an efficient and modern healthcare facility, and increase community engagement 

and support.  Bluford retired from this position in 2014 but has remained active in the 

professional field. He continues to serve as president of the Bluford Healthcare 

Leadership Institute, which he founded in 2013. 

 

Among his many achievements, Bluford has served as Chair for the Missouri 

Hospital Association (2006), Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce (2007), 

National Association of Public Hospitals (2009), and the American Hospital 

Association Board of Trustees (2011).   

 

Scope and Content Note 

 

This collection contains biographical materials, correspondence, articles, reports, 

presentations, photographs, DVDs, and publications highlighting the career of John 

Bluford. Materials are arranged primarily by type, subject, and chronological order. 

 

Series 1: Oral history, 2003-2017 

 

This series contains two copies of “John W. Bluford III in First Person: An Oral 

History.”  It is a printed, edited version of an interview conducted by Kim M. Garber 

with Bluford on October 14, 2016.  Related correspondence is also included. 

 

Series 2: Healthcare administration career, 1975-2014 

 

Materials in this series include reports, correspondence, organizational charts, 

newsletters, presentations, and articles relating to the career of John Bluford.  

Materials are arranged by type, hospital, and chronologically where possible.   

 

Series 3: Bluford Healthcare Leadership Institute, 2013-2016 

 

An agenda, articles, and annual reports for the Bluford Healthcare Leadership 

Institute are included in this series.  Materials are arranged by type and chronological 

order 

 

Series 4: Photographs, 1990 and n.d. 

 

This series contains photographs of John Bluford at various points during his career. 

Notable individuals included are Rev. Jesse Jackson, Kansas City Chiefs owner Clark 

Hunt, and President Barack Obama. Most of the photographs are undated. 

 

Series 5: Awards and achievements, 1990-2015 and n.d. 

 

Items in this series relate to many of the professional achievements of John Bluford.  

Included are event programs and invitations, correspondence, press releases, 

certificates, DVDs of award presentations, and memory books. They are arranged by 

type and therein chronologically. 
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Collection Inventory 

   

  Items with an “OS” notation are located in SC Oversize box 1. 

   

Series 1: Oral history, 2016-2017 

 

f. 1 “John W. Bluford III in First Person: An Oral History” (2 copies) and  

correspondence, 2016-2017 

 

Series 2: Healthcare administration career, 1975-2014 and n.d. 

 

f. 2 Cook County Hospital Recommendations for the Reorganization of Staff and 

Operating Procedures for the Improved Services in the Emergency Room 

Area, May 23, 1975 

f. 3 Hennepin County Medical Center correspondence, 1981-1999 

f. 4 Scanner, Hennepin County Medical Center newsletter, 1985-1998 

f. 5 “Metropolitan Health Plan: Hennepin County Medical Center’s HMO,”  

“Lessons from a County Teaching Hospital’s Experience with an HMO,” and 

correspondence, 1993-1994 

f. 6 Alumni Quarterly, Hennepin County Medical Center, June 1995 

f. 7 Pilot City Health Center employee organizational chart, September 24, 1984 

f. 8 Pilot City Health Center correspondence, 1977-1986 

f. 9 Truman Medical Centers administrative chart, August 6, 2012 

f. 10 Truman Medical Center correspondence, 1998-2014 

f. 11 Pinnacle, Truman Medical Centers newsletter, 1999-2014 

f. 12 Truman Medical Centers Corporate Academy course schedule, 2001 

f. 13 Truman Medical Centers artwork program, 2010 

f. 14 Truman Medical Center Community Benefit Reports, 2009-2012 

f. 15 Assorted documents, presentations, charts, and graphs regarding Truman  

Medical Centers, 2001-2012 

f. 16 Truman Medical Centers presentation slides and notes, 2002-2014 

f. 17 Articles by John Bluford, 1979-2014 

f. 18 Articles regarding John Bluford, 1978-2014 and n.d. 

f. 19 Magazines and journals with articles regarding John Bluford, 1995-2013 

f. 20 Magazines and journals with articles regarding John Bluford, 2013-2014 and  

n.d. 

f. 21 American Hospital Association articles regarding John Bluford, 2009-2012 

 

Series 3: Bluford Healthcare Leadership Institute, 2013-2016 

 

f. 22 Bluford Healthcare Leadership Institute Agenda, 2013 

f. 23 Articles and publications relating to the Bluford Healthcare Leadership  

Institute, 2013-2016 

f. 24 Bluford Healthcare Leadership Institute annual reports, 2015-2016 

 

Series 4: Photographs, 1990 and n.d. 

 

f. 25 Photographs, 1990 and n.d. 
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Series 5: Awards and achievements, 1995-2015 and n.d. 

 

f. 26 Event programs and invitations, 1995-2015 

f. 27 Correspondence, press releases, and documents regarding awards and  

achievements, 2003-2013 and n.d. 

  f. 28 Awards and achievements, 2004-2012 (OS) 

   NOTE: One award certificate is housed in SC Oversize box 1. 

  f. 29 Award presentation DVDs, 2009-2013 

  f. 30 American Hospital Association investiture supporting materials, 2009-2012 

  f. 31 American Hospital Association investiture reception book, April 10, 2011 

  f. 32 John W. Bluford: A Pillar of Leadership, Truman Medical Centers, 2014 

 

Index 

 

18th & Vine District       18 

Abrams, Richard B.       3 

Ackmann, Dale A.       3, 8 

Affordable Care Act       18 

African-American Business Conference    26 

Alyn Hospital        3 

America’s Blood Centers      18 

American College of Healthcare Executives    1, 28 

American Hospital Association (AHA)    1, 8, 10, 11, 17- 

22, 26, 27, 29-31 

American Jazz Museum      26 

Anderson, E. R., Jr.       18 

Andrew, Mark        3, 4, 6 

Ashton, Sister Mary Madonna     3 

Association of American Medical Colleges    3 

Axelrod, Jeff        3 

Bailey, Guy H.       10 

Bank Midwest        10 

Bank of America       10 

Bardis, John A.       15 

Beck, James M.       10 

Belzer, Irvin V.       10 

Bennett, Bernice A.       10, 11 

Bennett, Cathy K.       10 

Black, Paul M.       14 

Bloch, Annette       11 

BlueCross BlueShield of Kansas City    1, 10, 18 

Bluford Healthcare Leadership Institute    1, 10, 16, 22-24 

Bluford, Joanne       1, 11, 19 

Bluford, John, IV       1, 11, 19 

Bluford, Lucile H.       18, 28 

Bluford-Watkins, Jennifer      11, 19 

Board of Hennepin County Commissioners    3, 8 

Bodde, David, L.       10 

Bond, Christopher S.       10 

http://www.kchistory.org/


 

 

 

 

T H E  K A N S A S  C I T Y  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y  

Missouri Valley Special Collections • http://www.kchistory.org • 14 W. 10th St., Kansas City, MO 64105 • 816.701.3427 

Borden, John        1, 10 

Bourey, James M.       3 

Bowser, Tom        10, 11 

Braude, Michael       18 

Brooks, R. A.        10 

Bullock, Ellis F., Jr.       3 

Burch, Christine C.       10 

Camper, Anne A.       3 

Carlson, Joe        18 

Carlson, Katherine       3 

Carondelet LifeCare       3 

Cartwright, Joseph L.       10 

Cauthen, Wayne A.       10 

Center for Disease Control      1, 19 

Center for Hospital and Healthcare Administration   1 

Cleaver, Emanuel       10 

Cole, Linda J.        10 

Congress of the United States      3, 10 

Cook County Board of Commissioners    10 

Cook County Hospital      1, 2, 18, 19, 22 

Corporate Spotlight       19 

County of Los Angeles Department of Health Services  3 

Cronkite, Walter       1, 11 

Crossett, Joseph W.       10 

Dandridge, Deborah L.      10  

Dees, Mary L.        10 

Deparle, Nancy-Ann       10 

Department of Health and Family Services    3 

Derus, John        1, 3, 4, 8 

Dickler, Roberts M.       3 

Dimond, E. G.        10 

Donors Forum of Chicago      3 

Douglass National Bank      10 

Dunn, Peggy        1, 9, 18 

Ebony         23 

Eddy, Linda W.       10 

Edmands, Benjamin B.      10 

Ellwood, Marilyn       3 

Fagnani, Lynne       10 

Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City    10 

First Scout Realty Advisors      10 

Fiscella, Kevin       10 

Fisk University       1, 8, 10, 18, 19,  

22-24 

Flores, Gabriela       10 

Ford, Vince        10 

Franklin, E. B.        10 

Frenzel, Bill        3 

Friedman, Emily       10 
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Funkhouser, Mark       19 

Garber, Kim M.       1 

Gardner, Gary E.       3 

Garner, John W.       8 

General Accounting Office      3 

Gentle, David R.       10 

George, Ester L.       10 

Gillette Children’s Hospital      3 

Glore, Gregory M.       10 

Glover, Gleason       3 

Goldston, Terrance       1, 3, 4, 11, 18, 19,  

22 

Goslin, Gregg        10 

Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce    1, 10, 11, 14 

Group Health Foundation      3 

Grow KC        19 

Grunstein, Zvi        3 

Gunter, Gurnie C.       10 

Haganbach, Angela       11, 13 

Hall, William A.       10 

Handy, John W.       3 

Hardy, Sharon P.       10 

Harsh, G. H.        10 

Harvard University       1, 18, 19 

Hayden, Peter        3 

Health Maintenance Organization     1, 5, 18 

Healthcare Business Leadership     19 

Healthcare Executive       17, 20   

Heart of America United Way     10 

Hennepin County Medical Center     1, 3-6, 8, 10, 18,  

19, 22 

Herman, Bob        18 

Hernandez, Heidi       10 

Hickman, Beatrice       10 

Hiersteiner, Walter       1, 10 

Hilary, Sandra        3, 4, 6 

Hirsch, Brenda       3 

Hockaday, Irvine O.       10 

Hockaday, Laura R.       10 

Holewinski, Paul P.       10 

Hoskins, Theodore       10 

Hospitals & Health Networks      18, 19, 20, 30 

House of Sweden       30, 31 

Hunt, Clark        25 

Hunt, James C.       3 

Hunter, Sherry L.       10 

Hurt, Del        3 

IBM Palisades        25 

Ignagni, Karen       3 
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Index Healthcare Management     15 

Inside Healthcare       19 

Insight         18 

International Hospital’s Federations     11 

  Jackson, Rev. Jesse       25 

Jacobi, Bob        10 

Jarvis, Stephen, M.D.       10 

Johnson, Lester W.       10 

Jones, Augusta       11 

Jorgenson, Mark K.       10 

Jostens         3 

Journal of Healthcare Management     20 

JPMorgan Partners       10 

Kalender, Willi A.       3 

Kansas City Business Journal      14, 18 

Kansas City Enhance       13 

Kansas City Nursing News      23 

Karash, Julius A.       18 

Katen-Bahensky, Donna      10 

KC Business        19, 20 

Keefe, John        3, 4  

Kellogg Graduate School of Management    18, 26 

Kelly, Shannon       4, 6 

Kemper, James M.       10 

Koster, Chris        11 

Kropf, Roger        5   

Labor-Management Council of Greater Kansas City   1, 10, 28 

Lacey-Haun, Lora       10 

Lamb, Gordon H.       10 

Lappé, Anna        18 

Leadership        19 

Liberty Hospital       10 

Lighton, Linda       13 

Liston, Mary K.       11 

Mackay, Harvey       18 

MacPherson, Jim       18 

Martinez, Ed        10 

Maryland Hospital Association     16 

Mathews, Anna W.       18 

Mattison, Thomas R.       8 

Mattson, Michael       3 

Mcallister, Natalie       13 

McCarthy, Karen       10 

McDonald’s        17, 18 

McLaughlin, Daniel B.      1, 3, 4, 6 

MedAssets Healthcare Executive     15 

Medical Products Division/3M     8 

Metropolitan Community College     10, 12 

Metropolitan Health Plan      1, 5 
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Mgeni, Yusef        3 

Midwest Transplant Network      10 

Midwesterner’s Club of Great Kansas City    10 

Mills, Nancy M.       10 

Minneapolis Star       18 

Missouri Hospital Association (MHA)    10, 11, 14, 18, 26,  

27, 29 

Missouri Walk of Fame      26 

Mitchell, Kay        3 

Modern Healthcare       1, 10, 11, 18, 19,  

22, 26, 27 

Moede, Mona H.       3 

Morehouse College       1, 3, 4, 18, 19, 22,  

23 

Morris, Mark        18 

Morrison Healthcare       1, 15 

NAACP        28 

Nash, Troy L.        10 

National Association of Health Services Executives   16, 19 

National Association of Public Hospitals and Health Systems 1, 10, 14 

National Center for Healthcare Leadership    1, 18, 26, 27, 29 

Nerenz, David        10 

Nixon, Jeremiah W.       10 

North Carolina A&T State University    1, 23 

North Community High School     3  

Northwestern University      1, 2, 5, 18, 19, 22,  

23 

O’Leary, Hazel R.       10 

Obama, Barack       1, 25 

Omega Psi Phi        1, 19 

Opat, Mike        3, 4 

Palmetto Health       10 

Perryman, Margaret E.      3 

Piepho, Robert W.       10 

Pilot City Health Center      1, 7, 8, 17-19 

Pinnacle        11, 20, 30 

Piotrowski, Guy       3 

Pittsburgh Regional Health      16 

Powell, Goldstein, Frazier, & Murphy    3 

Public Management       19 

Pulliam, Gina        10 

Raile, Richard B., M. D.      3 

Ramstad, Jim        3 

Reed, Michael J.       10 

Richland County School District One    26 

Richter, Philip B.       11 

Rowell, Derek        3, 22 

Rowland, Landon H.       10 

Salomon, Doris       3 
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Sanders, Michael D.       10 

Scanner        4, 18 

Schechter, Mara       18 

Schultz, Al        3 

Schwab, Robert       11 

Sebelius, Kathleen       1, 14 

Shelton, Denny       10 

Shields, Charlie       9, 11, 22 

Sholes, Westley       3 

Shook, Hardy, & Bacon L.L.P.     10 

Siemens Medical Systems, Inc.     1, 3 

Sigma Pi Phi        1, 26 

Silas, O. J.        8 

Sivanich, Sam S.       4, 8, 18 

Smith, Ellen M.       3 

Smith, Greg        10 

South Carolina African American History Calendar   28 

Southside Community Health Services    3 

Spartz, Jeff        3, 4, 8 

Spokesman/Recorder       18 

Stafford, Diane       18 

Stanto, Susan        10 

Star Tribune         18 

Steele, Mark        1, 9, 11, 14, 18, 22 

Strauss, Jerry        3 

Talent, James M.       10 

Taylor, David V.       3 

Taylor, Robert J.       8 

The Guardian        18 

The Kansas City Star       10, 11, 17, 18, 23 

The Wall Street Journal      18 

Tower Properties       10 

Truman Medical Centers Corporate Academy   1, 12, 18, 23 

Truman Medical Centers (TCM)     1, 3, 9-20, 26, 27,  

32 

Turning Point        3 

Tyler, Suzanne       10 

UMB Bank        10 

Umbdenstock, Richard J.      1, 10, 11, 21 

University of Erlangen      3 

University of Iowa Health Care     10 

University of Kansas       10 

University of Minnesota      3 

University of Missouri-Kansas City     1, 10, 12, 16, 18,  

22, 23, 24 

University of Tennessee Memphis     3 

Urban Coalition       3 

Urban Financial Service Coalition     10 

Urban League of Greater Kansas City    26 
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US Bank        1, 10, 18 

Valspar Corporation       3 

Wagner, Dee        8 

Wagner, Robert F.       5 

Way, Charles V.       11 

Wendel, Clyde F.       10 

Western Missouri Mental Health Center    10 

Wiechers, James E.       8 

Williams, David N., M. D.      3 

Williams, Sylvia       10 

Williams-Neal, Mary       10 

Wixon, Renee Vanman      3 

Youngblood, James P.      10 

Zecy, Karen M.       10 

     

Initial processing by Tiffany Walker, Intern, March 2019. Completed by Kate 

Hill, Senior Archivist, October 2019. 
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