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Rudolph Umland Collection (SC28) 
 
 
 

Introduction 

 

This collection consists of notes, correspondence, and miscellaneous papers 

accumulated by author Rudolph Umland as he wrote articles about Kansas City 

history for local periodicals.  Umland was a Nebraska author who, after leading the 

Nebraska Federal Writers’ Project and serving in World War II wrote for local, 

regional, and national publications while working in the Social Security 

Administration.   

 

Descriptive Summary 

 

Creator: Rudolph Umland 

Title: Rudolph Umland Collection 

Dates: ca. 1970s 

Size: 0.2 linear feet, 1 box, 14 folders 

Collection Number: SC28 

 

Donor Information 

 

Gift, 1992, Rudolph Umland.   

 

Citation Note 

 

Rudolph Umland Collection (SC28), Missouri Valley Special Collections, Kansas 

City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri. 

 

Administrative Information  

 

Related Collections: The Kansas City-related articles by Umland in local magazines, 

including those based on the notes included in SC28 can be found in the following: 

Umland, R. (1972). Gambling halls, saloons and bawdy houses. The Attic Window, 

1(3). (SC66 Kansas City Fine Arts Programs- Tiffany’s Attic). 

-. (1972). Life under the Eighth Street Viaduct. The Attic Window, 1(5), 12, 18-21. 

(SC66 Kansas City Fine Arts Programs- Tiffany’s Attic). 

-. (1973). Jesse Nichols… and his fantastic idea! the Country Club Plaza. The Attic 

Window, 2(1), 22-23, 25-26, 30, 33. (SC66 Kansas City Fine Arts Programs- 

Tiffany’s Attic). 

-. (1973). The worlds of Mr. and Mrs. Bridge. The Attic Window, 2(2), 13, 17, 21-22, 

35. (SC66 Kansas City Fine Arts Programs- Tiffany’s Attic). 

-. (1973). The terrible Mr. Lewis in Kansas City. The Attic Window, 2(3), 20-21, 23, 

25, 27, 29. (SC66 Kansas City Fine Arts Programs- Tiffany’s Attic). 

-. (1973). The enigma of a painting. City Window, 1(1), 14-15, 38-41.  

MVSC Q977.8411 C581 

-. (1973). The duke and duchess of Kansas City. City Window, 1(2), 18-19, 42-47. 

MVSC Q977.8411 C581 
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-. (1973). The glory years of Westport. City Window, 1(3), 2223, 46-57.  

MVSC Q977.8411 C581 

-. (1973-1974). The Wornalls, the Johnsons, and some others. City Window, 1(4), 22 

23, 48-53. MVSC Q977.8411 C581 

-. (1974). Waldo: the man behind it! City Window, 2(1), 18-19, 40-43.  

MVSC Q977.8411 C581 

-. (1974). Early Independence. City Window, 2(2), 22-23, 43-48. MVSC Q977.8411 

\ C581 

-. (1974) Ernest Hemingway the cub reporter. City Window, 2(3), 14-15, 40, 42-43, 

48. MVSC Q977.8411 C581 

-. (1974). Crazy about history. City Window, 2(4), 15, 37-41. MVSC Q977.8411 

C581  

-. (1974). Johnson County, Kansas: Kansas City’s bedroom. City Window, 2(5), 18 

20, 50-51. MVSC Q977.8411 C581 

 

Biographical Sketch 

 

Rudolph Umland was born on his German immigrant family’s farm outside Eagle, 

Nebraska, on December 26, 1907.  Between work on the farm and courses at the 

University of Nebraska, Umland found time for riding the rails beginning in 1928; 

some of Umland’s first published work recounted his hobo adventures.  In 1935 

Umland was hired to the Nebraska Writers’ Project, a Works Progress Administration 

program, working his way up to the leadership position he resigned in 1941 to enlist 

in the military.  After the war, Umland worked for the Social Security Administration, 

edited the Nebraska Guide to the Cornhusker State, and wrote prolifically for a wide 

range of publications.  Umland and wife, Emma, lived in Kansas City in the 1960s 

and 1970s where he wrote a series of articles on the city’s history for local 

periodicals.  Umland died in Lincoln, Nebraska on July 15, 1993.  

 

Scope and Content Note 

 

This collection consists of notes, correspondence, and miscellaneous papers 

accumulated by author Rudolph Umland as he wrote articles about Kansas City 

history for local periodicals.  The collection is arranged topically as donated by 

Umland; most material dates from the late 1960s through the mid-1970s.  The folders 

on the Bruening and Wornall families include extensive, but uncited, genealogies.  

 

Collection Inventory 

 

f. 1 Bruening: genealogical notes, n.d. 

f. 2 Country Club Plaza: pamphlet, n.d.; Robert Whitmer article series, 1972 

f. 3 Independence: attractions pamphlets, n.d; manuscript page, n.d. 

f. 4 Johnson County, Kansas: pamphlets, n.d; correspondence, 1974; clippings, 

ca. 1974 

f. 5 Kansas City, Kansas: clippings, 1974 

f. 6 Kansas City, Missouri history: timeline, n.d.; correspondence, 1972;  notes, 

1972; clippings, ca. 1972; miscellaneous 

f. 7 Missouri history: Clippings, ca.1973-1974 

f. 8 River Quay: Pamphlets, ca. 1970-1971; article drafts, n.d. 
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f. 9 River Quay, Inc.: Meeting minutes, 9/7/1971-11/2/1971  

f. 10 River Quay Journal: June/July 1972; May 1973 

f. 11 Swope murder: Town Squire article, February 1974 

f. 12 Trozzolo: Notes, n.d; correspondence draft, n.d.; article clipping 6/12/1966; 

copy of resume, n.d. 

f. 13 Waldo: booklet, ca.1967; notes, n.d.; correspondence, 1973; Armour Gazette, 

4/1974; Umland article, 3/1974. 

f. 14 Wornall: notes, n.d.; Wornall Home manuscript, n.d.; Wornall genealogy 

notes, n.d. 

 

Index 

 

9th Street Theatre    6 

Abbott, Spencer    6 

Adams, H. J.     4 

Alameda Plaza    8 

The Alamo     6 

Alberle, Mary Pat    14 

Allen, Gracie     6 

Allen, J. D.     4 

Andreas, A. T.     4 

Angerer, Dell     9 

Apperson, Ed     6 

Apperson Jack Rabbit    6 

Arabia steamboat    4 

Arcaro, Eddie     4 

Armour, A. W.    8 

Armour Brothers Bank   8 

Armour family    2 

Armour Hills     2 

Armstrong, Lucy B.    5 

ASB Bridge     8 

Auditorium Theatre    6 

Bagby, Mrs. Julian    13 

Barkley, John L.    4 

Barkley, Marguerite Mullen   4 

Barton, Bruce     12 

Bawdy House Square    8 

Beach, A. D.     4 

Beach, Edward E.    4 

Beach, I. C.     4 

Beckwith, Elvira    4 

Beckwith, Watts    4 

Bellemere, Fred    5 

Benton, Thomas Hart (senator)  6 

Berkley, Richard    8 

Bernhardt, Sarah    6 

Bertrand steamboat    5 

Black Bob Reservation   4 
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Blaine, James G.    4 

Blair, Ed     4 

Board of Trade    8 

Bogus Legislature    4 

Bondurant, William E.   6 

Boone family     7 

Brackman, Rich    9 

Breyfogle family    4 

Breyfogle, Isreal    4 

Brickey, Howard    6 

Broadacre Farm    1 

Broadway Bridge    8 

Broadway Methodist Church   13 

Brown, Prahter R. (Pat)   4 

Bruce, Vicki     9 

Bruening family    8 

Bulkey, Beulah    14 

Bulkey, David     8, 14 

Bull Creek     4 

Burnard, William R.    6 

Burnett, Peter H.    7 

Burns, George     6 

Calkins Electric Company   4 

Callaway, John W.    7 

Campbell, Alexander    4 

Campbell, David Gee    4 

Campbell family    4 

Campbell, Nancy Gee    4 

Campbelltown     4 

Cassidy, Terence W.    6 

Century Theatre    6 

Chambers, Annie    8, 14 

Chambers, William    14 

Chandler, Clarence A.    2 

Chandler Court    2 

Chandler Floral and Landscaping  2 

Chaplin, Charlie    6 

Chase, Hugh L.    6 

Chisholm, Mrs. M. C.    2 

City Market     8 

City Municipal Enterprises   9 

City National Bank    6 

City Union Mission    8 

Clay County, Missouri   1, 7 

Cleveland, Grover    4 

Cliff Drive     6 

Coastes Theatre    6 

Cochran, Marlene Davis   4 

The Coco-Nut Club    6 
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Coe family     4 

The Colonnade    6 

Colosseum (theatre)    6 

Commerce  Trust Company   12 

Comique Theatre    6 

Conley, Eliza (Lyda)    5 

Conley, Helena    5 

Conley, Ida     5 

Conser family     4 

Conser, Grant     4 

Conser, John     4 

Corbino, Sam     5 

Country Club Plaza    2 

Cox family     4 

Cox, Radah June Price   4 

Cramer, T. O.     6 

Cramer’s (bookstore)    6 

Dallin, Cyrus     6 

Davis, John T.     4 

DeAngelo, Dory    6 

DeAngelo, Pete    6 

Delk, Edward Buehler    2 

Department of Housing and Urban Dev. 8 

De Soto, Kansas    4 

Dickinson, Inc.    4 

Dickinson, Glen W.    4 

Dickinson, Glen W. Jr.   4 

Dockstarder’s Minstrels   6 

Dodson Line     13 

Doohan, John J.    5, 6 

Douglass, John W.    7 

Dunn, Rose Bruening    1 

DuPont Corporation    12  

Dye, William     6 

Ebenezer Building    8 

Edgerton, D. M.    6 

Edgerton, Kansas    4 

Edson, C. L.     8 

Eighth Street tunnel    6 

Eldridge, Vera Haworth   7 

The Empress (theatre)    6 

Ennis, Frank     8 

E.O. Corporation    12 

Exodusters     5 

Fangro, Chris     4 

Ferry, W. J.     8 

Fifth Street Horsecars    8 

First National Bank (Kansas City)  8 

First National Bank of Liberty  7 
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Fisher, Ella M.    13 

Fisher, John R.    3 

Forbis, Dennis     9 

Fort Riley, Kansas    4 

Foster, John     6 

Franklin, William    4 

Freedmen University    5 

Frey, Harry     13 

Frisco Railroad    4 

Gage, Robert Merrill    6 

Gardner, O. B.     4 

Garden Theatre    6 

Gayety Theatre    6 

Gerling, Henry    6 

Gillham, Robert    6 

Gladstone Blvd.    6 

Glenn, Ardis Couchman   6 

Glenn, Frank     6 

Glenwood Farm    4 

Glenwood Manor Motel Hotel  4 

Glenwood Station    4 

Goodrich, Marie Bruening Zahner  1 

Gillis Home for Children   6 

Gillis Opera House    6 

Gillis Theatre     6 

Gillis, William    6 

Giralda Tower     2 

The Globe (theatre)    6 

Goslin, Mrs. Charles    4 

Grand Theatre     6 

Grant, Ulysses S.    4 

Graves, Waller W. (Tom)   5 

Greber, Henri     2 

Greenwood, Jim    12 

The Grotto     6 

Groves, Junius G.    5 

Gum Springs, Kansas    4 

Gurley, George    12 

Haass, Gladys R. Stewart   13 

Haines, A. S.     8 

Haley, Jean     6 

Hall, Willard     1 

Hamilton, Alan    9 

Hanser, Theresa Kauffman   1 

Happypan Production    12 

Hare and Hare     2 

Hare, Herbert     2 

Harry S. Truman Sports Complex  8 

Havens, Raymond M.    6 
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Henderson, Ida    4 

Henry, John C.    8 

Hill, Harry G.     4 

Hockaday, Laura Rollins   6 

Hodge, E. L.     6 

Hodges family     4 

Hodges, George H.    4 

Hoge family     4 

Holden, Howard    8 

Holmes, Nehemiah    6, 8 

Horton, Ward A.    4 

Hoover, Eva Mae    4 

Hoover, Hazel     6 

Hoover, James R.    4 

Houser, Mary Frances Bruening  1 

Howard County, Missouri   7 

Howerton, Joseph B.    4 

Hunter Brothers Drug Store   2 

Huron Cemetery    5 

Hymer and Adkins farm   1 

Hynes, Martin     6 

Indian Scout (statue)    6 

Inter-State Elevated Railway   6 

Interurban lines    6 

Jaccard’s Jewelry Company   6 

James Farm Home    7 

James, Jesse     7 

James, Mae A.     7 

James Walker’s Dry Goods Store  4 

J.C. Nichols Company   2 

Jett, Phil     7 

Johnson, Thomas    4 

Jones, Ben A.     4 

Judy, John J.     4 

Judy, Nancy     4 

Juniper, Kansas    5 

Kansas City International Airport  8 

Kansas City Municipal Market  8 

Kansas City and Neosho Valley Railroad 4 

Kansas City and Westport Horse RR  6 

Kansas City and Westport line  6 

Kansas City, Clay County, & St. Joseph 6 

Kansas City Country Club   6 

Kansas City, Fort Scott and Gulf RR  4 

Kansas City, Kaw Valley, & Western 6 

Kansas City, Lawrence, & Southern RR 4 

Kansas City, Lawrence, & Topeka  6 

Kansas City Star    8 

Kansas City Times    8 
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Kauffman family    8 

Kearney, Missouri    7 

Kearnes, Leanna Loveall   14 

Kessler, George E.     2, 4 

Kessler Park     6 

Klusman, Gertrude Kauffman   1 

Klusman, Sophia Kauffman   1 

Laboratory Plasticware Fabricators  12 

Lackman Station, Kansas   4 

Landon, Alf     5 

Lanesfield, Kansas    4 

Lang, Eva     6 

Lawrence, Kansas    4 

Lawrin  (racehorse)    4 

Lawson, John     4 

Lee, Fred L.     7 

Lenexa, Kansas    4 

Lexington, Kansas    4 

Liberty, Missouri    7 

Limelight theater    6 

Long Lines Building    8 

Loose Park     6 

Lovejoy, Madam    8, 14 

Lu-Frances Shop    2 

Lykins, Johnston    6 

MacKay, Clarence    2 

Madrigal, Miguel P.    5 

Mainstreet Theatre    6 

Majestic Theatre    6 

Major, John S.     7 

Manning, Jerry    9 

Manor Barn     4 

Marie Earle Salon    2 

Marinello Beauty Shop   2 

Maughs, George M. B.   6 

Mayor’s Corps of Progress   8 

McBride, C. E.    4 

McCamish township    4 

McClelland, Mrs. Bert   2 

McGavran, Mary B.    2 

McGee, Elijah (Col.)    6 

McNally, Elizabeth Kauffman  1 

Merchants’ Exchange Hall   8 

Merriam, Kansas    4 

Merriam Park     4 

Methodist Episcopal Mission   4 

Metropolitan Street Railway Company 8 

Meyer, August Robert    6 

Meyer, Janet     6 
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Mill Creek Building    2 

Miller, Marshall    9 

Mindlin, Dana     12 

Missouri Pacific Railroad   4 

Missouri River, Ft. Scott, & Gulf RR  4 

Monticello, Kansas     4 

Morgan, Jean     4 

Morse, C. F.     8 

Morss, Samuel E.    8 

Mount Olive Church    7 

Muehlebach, George    6 

Muehlebach Hotel    6 

Muehlebach Brewing Company  6 

Mullen, M. W.     4 

Munford, Morrison    8 

Municipal Courts Building   8 

Murray, Orrin M.    5 

Myers, Randall W.    5 

Nall Hotel     4 

National Theatre    6 

Nelson, William Rockhill   8 

Neumeister, Darwin    6 

Nichols, Jesse Clyde (J. C.)   2 

Ocheltree, Kansas    4 

Olathe, Kansas    4 

Olathe Memorial Cemetery   4 

Old Bible School    4 

Oldfield, Barney    6 

Old Spring site    3 

Ogontz school     1 

Olcott, Chauncey    6 

Orpheum Theatre    6 

Overland Park, Kansas   4 

The Pantageses (theatre)   6 

Parmer, Martin    7 

Patterson, Donald    6 

Payne, Milton Jamison (Col.)   6 

Pendergast, Jim    6 

Pennington, Dwight    4 

Penn Valley Community College  6 

Pershing, John J. (Gen.)   4 

Pioneer Mother    6 

Prince, Eva     14 

Oxford, Kansas    4 

Paleologue, Ion    9 

Patti, Adelina     8 

Pembroke School    4 

Penn Valley Community College  6 

Picone, Alex     9 
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Pitrat, Charles S.    2 

Plantz, Jerry     9 

Powell, Lonnie    6 

Prairie Center, Kansas    4 

Prairie Village, Kansas   4 

Prince, Eva     8 

Proctor, A. Phimister    6 

Pursell, Jesse     5 

Quantrill, William C.    4 

Rattlebone Hollow, Kansas   5 

Ray County, Missouri    7 

Raytown, Missouri    7 

Redding, Harry    13 

Reeder, Andrew H.    4 

Reineke, E. Blanche    2 

Rice, Jim     9 

Rice, Robin     12 

Rick, George J. P.    13 

River Quay     6, 8, 9, 12 

River Quay Association   8 

River Quay, Inc.    9, 12 

River Reach     8, 9 

Roberts, Martha    4 

Roberts, Roy     2 

Rogers, Jim     9 

Romanelli, Raffaelo    2 

Ross, William     7 

Rothchild, Jack    9 

Rouse, Henrietta Josephine Bruening  1 

Rudimar Beauty Shop    2 

Santa Fe Railroad    4 

Savoy Hotel     6 

Schlagel, Rose Kauffman   1 

Schruggs, Sherman D.   5 

Sermon, Roger    3 

Seville Light     2 

Shackelford, Samuel    7 

Shackelford, William    7 

Shawnee, Kansas    4 

Shawnee Methodist Mission   4 

Short, Carl     9, 12 

The Shubert (theatre)    6 

The Silver Slipper    6 

Slaughter, Steve    13 

Sloan, Doug W. D.    13 

Smithville lynching    7 

Smithville, Missouri    7 

Smoky Mountain Railway Company  9 

Solberg, Betsey    6 
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Sortor, Norman    5 

Spink, Frank     9 

Spring Hill, Kansas    4 

Stanley, Kansas    4 

Stevenson, Charles S.    6 

Stilwell, Kansas     4 

Stollings, Virginia    7 

Stone, Sylvia     4 

Strang Land Company   4 

Strang Line     4, 6 

Strang, W. B.     4 

Streetcars     6 

St. John, John P.    4 

St. Joseph, Missouri    7 

Suggett, James    4 

Sullivan, Bernard    4 

Suydam Building    2 

Suydam Decorating Company  2 

Switzer Station, Kansas   4 

Swope Park     6 

Swope, Thomas H.    6, 10 

Taggart, Kathy    14 

Tanner, Edward    2 

Tanner, Wilson    12 

Taylor, John     2 

Thompson, S. H.    5 

Thornton, John (Col.)    7 

Thruston, Ethylene Ballard   7 

Tourtellot, George    2 

The Tower (theatre)    6 

Troost, Mary A.    6 

Trozollo, Marion A.    8, 9, 12 

Trozollo Plastics Company   8, 12 

Turnbull, Roderick    6 

Union Pacific Railroad   4 

University of Missouri-Kansas City  6 

Upjohn, Bryant    9 

Van Horn, Robert Thompson (Col.)  6 

Vanity Fair     6 

Vogel, Louis     6 

Voigts, Madeline    6 

Waldo, David     13 

Walker, Walter    13 

Ware, Harry     9 

Waseca, Kansas     4 

Watson, Tom     6 

Webb, Jack     9 

Weigman, Harry    7 

Weigman, Jonnie    7 
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Western University    5 

Weston, Missouri    7 

Wetzler, Charles E.    4 

White, Stephen    9 

Whitmer, Robert    2 

William Rockhill Nelson Gallery of Art 5 

Willis Wood Theatre    6 

Wilson, Doug     9 

Withers, Ethel Massie    1 

Wood, Luther H.    6 

Woodland Stock Company   6 

Woolf, Herbert Maurice   4 

Woolford Farms    4 

Wornall, Mona Belle    14 

Wyandots     5 

Wyandotte Couty, Kansas   5 

Yale Theatre     6 

Younger, Cole     3 

Zahner, Marie Bruening   1 

Zarah, Kansas      4 

Zolotor, Marc     5 

Zuckermann, Bernhard   2 

 

Processed by Gloria Maxwell and Kathryn Maciel, April, 1992.  Reprocessed by 

Melissa Horak-Hern, Special Collections Associate, September, 2016 
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