D. M. Nigro Collection (SC123)

Introduction

The D. M. Nigro Collection consists of publicity materials, correspondence,
ephemera, and photographs created by or relating to Dr. D. M. Nigro of Kansas City.
Nigro was a medical doctor, sports enthusiast, world traveler, photographer, and an
active member of the Democratic Party and the Italian-American community. The
collection includes approximately 500 photographs.

Descriptive Summary

Title: D. M. Nigro Collection
Dates: 1944-1999, and n.d.
Size: 2.25 linear feet, 3 boxes
Collection Number: SC123

Donor Information
Gift, 2010, Ann O’Hare.
Citation Note

D. M. Nigro Collection (SC123), Missouri Valley Special Collections, Kansas City
Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri.

Administrative Information

Related Collections: Additional items and information relating to D. M. Nigro may be
found in Missouri Valley Special Collections local history collections. These include:
Vertical File — Nigro, Dr. D. M.; Doctor on Wings by Paul E. Prugh; Kansas City
Police Historical Society Collection (SC122); General Photograph Collection (P1);
and South Central Business Association Records (P14 & SC39).

Biographical/Historical Sketch

Dr. Dominic M. Nigro was born in Cosenza, Italy in 1893. As a child, Nigro’s family
moved to the United States and settled in Kansas City, Missouri. He attended the
University of Notre Dame, earned a medical degree at Creighton University, and went
into practice as a doctor, treating Harry Truman before he was President. In the
1930s, he served as commissioner of child hygiene and communicable disease for the
Kansas City Health Department, and also had ties to Thomas Pendergast’s crime
organization.

While at Notre Dame, Nigro became friends with future football coach Knute
Rockne. After Rockne’s death in a plane crash in 1931, Nigro founded the Rockne
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Club of America and led efforts to place a memorial at the crash site. He also hosted
annual Rockne Club awards dinners for prominent athletes and citizens. A passionate
sports fan, he coached teams at Rockhurst College and De La Salle Academy,
officiated football games for the Missouri Valley Conference, and traveled
extensively to various domestic and international athletic events, acting as a voluntary
goodwill ambassador for Kansas City.

Additionally, Nigro was an active member of the Democratic Party and UNICO

National, an Italian-American service organization for which he served as president.
He was also a photography enthusiast who took and collected numerous pictures of
trips, events, and people he met. Dr. Nigro died on August 7, 1975 at the age of 82.

Scope and Content Note

Materials in this collection are arranged by type, subject, and chronologically by date
if possible. Some documents and photographs are arranged by size for preservation
reasons.

The majority of the photographs are not identified.

Series 1: Press materials, correspondence, and ephemera, 1951-1965, 1984, and
n.d.

This series includes press releases and newsclippings relating to D. M. Nigro, Arthur
Eilers, Volney C. Ashford, Claude W. Duke, Frank Capra, and Johnny Weissmuller.
There is also correspondence between Nigro and Capra, concerning Capra's receipt of
the Rockne Club Man of the Year Award. The series also contains a holiday
newsletter from 1959, a Christmas card from Kansas City Athletics owner Charles
Finley, patient menus from the Kansas City Medical Center, a program for a Notre
Dame Glee Club concert, as well as business cards, a postcard, and telephone book
pages acquired during a trip to New Orleans. Four certificates awarded to Nigro are
also included in this series, but are housed at the end of the collection because of their
size.

Series 2: Nigro Memorial and Family, 1995-1999

Materials in this series relate to the Nigro legacy and family. Included are official
programs from the UNICO National Conventions for 1995 and 1996, both of which
contain information on the D. M. Nigro Memorial Award for Amateur Athletics.

Also included are brief articles regarding Katherine Clark Reilly and Dr. Dennis M.
Nigro, children of Dr. E. Robert Nigro and grandchildren of D. M. Nigro.

Series 3: Dated photographs, 1951-1967

The photographs in this series date from 1951 to 1967 and contain images of social
events, trips, sporting events, parties, and the 1956 Democratic National Convention.

Series 4: Athletics photographs, 1950-1958 and n.d.
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This series consists of photographs relating to sports and athletics. One folder
contains images of the 1857 Holiday Bowl, featuring the Kansas State Teachers
College (now known as Pittsburg State University) football team of Pittsburg,
Kansas. Included are photographs of award ceremonies for high school, college, and
professional athletes and coaches, including baseball player John Antonelli. Many of
these awards were presented by the Rockne Club of America. The series also
contains photographs of multiple athletic events, as well as professional portraits and
print blocks of coaches, athletes, and supporters that were intended for publishing.

Series 5: UNICO, military, and religious photographs, 1950 and n.d.

This series contains photographs of UNICO National events and meetings, including
a convention banquet held at the Muehlebach Hotel in 1950. The series also contains
photographs of military service men and religious figures at unidentified ceremonies
and events.

Series 6: Miscellaneous photographs, 1944-1957 and n.d.

Photographs in this series depict unidentified awards, dinners, speeches, trips, and
miscellaneous events. Included is a souvenir photograph from the Palmer House
Hotel in Chicago, as well as nine signed photographs to Dr. Nigro from friends,
acquaintances, and celebrities. Some of the signed photographs are paired with brief
notes.

Series 7: Negatives, n.d.

This series contains a glass plate negative of a portrait of A. J. Stephens, and a
photographic negative of a headshot for Ann Leonardo. Also included are four
photographic negatives of unidentified events.

Collection Inventory

Series 1: Press materials, correspondence, and ephemera, 1951-1965, 1984, and
n.d.

Athletics press releases, 1951 and 1958

Certificates, 1955-1965 and n.d. (see oversize materials)
New Orleans ephemera, 1957

Correspondence, 1959-1960 and n.d.

News clippings, 1984 and n.d.

Miscellaneous materials, n.d.
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Series 2: Nigro Memorial and Family, 1995-1999
f. 7 UNICO convention program, 1995

f.8  UNICO convention program, 1996

f.9  News clippings, 1999

Series 3: Dated photographs, 1951-1967
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f. 10 Photographs, 1951-1954
f. 11  Photographs, 1956
f. 12 Photographs, 1957-1967

Series 4: Athletics photographs, 1950-1958 and n.d.

Kansas State Teachers College Holiday Bowl, 1957

Athletics awards and events, 1950 and n.d.

Athletics awards and events, n.d.

Award for John Antonelli, n.d.

Portraits of coaches and athletes, 1954-1955 and n.d.

Portraits of coaches and athletes, n.d.

Photographs of coaches, athletes, and supporters, 1957-1958 and n.d.
Athletes and sporting events, n.d.
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Series 5: UNICO, military, and religious photographs, 1950 and n.d.

1 UNICO photographs, 1950 and n.d.
2 Military awards, n.d.
f. 23 Photographs of military members and events, n.d.
4 Photographs of military members and events, n.d.
f. 25 Photographs of religious figures and events, n.d.
f. 26  St. Louis University Pius XII Memorial Library, n.d.

Series 6: Miscellaneous photographs, 1944-1957 and n.d.

Photocopies of award photographs, n.d.
Miscellaneous awards and events, n.d.
Miscellaneous dinners and events, n.d.
Miscellaneous dinners and events, n.d.
Miscellaneous dinners and events, n.d.
Miscellaneous dinners and events, n.d.
Miscellaneous travels and events, n.d.
Miscellaneous travels and events, n.d.
Miscellaneous travels and events, n.d.
Miscellaneous travels and events, n.d.
Miscellaneous travels and events, n.d.
Miscellaneous travels and events, n.d.
Signed photographs, 1944-1957 and n.d.
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Series 7: Negatives, n.d.

f. 40 A.J. Stephens negative, n.d.
f.41 Negatives, n.d.

f. 42 Press release and holiday newsletter, 1951 and 1959
f. 43  Certificates, 1955-1965 and n.d.
f. 44 Photographs of coaches, athletes, and events, 1958 and n.d.
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Index

Acapulco, Mexico 11
Albert, Eddie 15

Allis, Barney 15
Annatelli, Francis 15
Antonelli, John 16, 44
Ashford, Volney C. 14, 16, 42
Association of Friends of the Fjord Pony 43

Axe, Leonard H. 13
Baldwin County, Alabama 38
Balmori, Mrs. Ruby 39
Barbieri, Fanny 21
Bartle, H. Roe 10

Bartle, Margaret 12
Baseball 4,10, 15, 16, 44
Basketball 11, 17, 19, 44
Bergan, Archbishop 25
Bergesch, Bill 15
Bernardi, Frank 17, 44
Boxing 20

Boyle Jr., William M. 31

Boys Town 12,14
Brennan, Terry 44
Calonna, Jerry 32
Cantor, Eddy 35

Capra, Frank 4,5
Cardwell, Lloyd 17,44
Case, Charles 35
Cauthen, George E. 36
Children 11, 12, 33, 34, 35
Davis, Al 18, 44
Dawson, Lenny 20
Democratic Party 11, 34
Die, Joe 35

Duke, Claude W. 3

Eaton, Vic 17,44
Edwards, George R. 18, 44
Eilers, Arthur Edwin 1
England, F. W. 18
Ermatinger, Charles J. 26

Euart, Walter W. 24
Evashevski, Forest 14,15
Fambrough, Robert 20
Faurot, Don 17
Fergenlutz, William 20
Finley, Charles O. 4,15
Football 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19,
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34, 44

Forge, Ted 14
Garagible, Joe 15
George Jr., Alex 15,17, 18
Ghigiarelli, Elio 14
Gibbs, Ron 17
Gudgen, Prentice 13
Hamilton, Brutus 17, 44
Hawkins, Lillian 39
Haylett, Ward 18
Hogan, Monty 32
Hohl, Clarence 26
Horner, Nancy 39
House, L. A. 14
Huggett, Dennis L. 24
Italian Social Club of Kansas City 43
Jacobs, John 18, 44
James, Ruff 19
Johnson, Arnold 44
Jones, James V. 26
Jordan, John 17, 44
Kansas City Athletics 4,12,15
Kansas City Golden Gloves 20
Kansas City Medical Center 6
Kansas State Teachers College 13
Kansas State University 18, 19
Kavallines, James 20
Keogan, George E. 19
Klice, Bubbles 20
Krous, Moose 15
Leckonby, Will 14
Leonardo, Ann 41
Louiself, Hector 39
Manalio, James A. 14
Martin, Coy D. 24
Mavis, David 39
McConnell, Wayne J. 18
McDermott, John S. 19, 44
Mclntyre, Cardinal 25
McReynolds, Harold 22
Medina, Frank 18, 44
Meek, Bill 19
Mehl, Ernie 35, 44
Miller, Robert N. 18, 44
Missouri Valley College 42
Moben, Soen 15
Moran, James "Jimmy" 39
Muehlebach Hotel 21
Musial, Mrs. Stan 12
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Musial, Stan

Nappi, Louis

New Orleans, Louisiana
Nigro, Dr. Dennis M.
Nolan, Ralph

Oakwood Country Club
Ohio State University
Olivar, Jordan

Ottaviani, Cardinal
Palrang, Skip
Parasegian, Ara

Persillo, Robinson
Pittsburg, Kansas

Pony Express Monument
Preston, Betty

Pusateri's Hotel New Yorker
Ratterman, John

Reed, Mr.

Reilly, Katherine Clark
Rice, Bruce

Rice, Elmer R.
Richardson, Bill

Ringo, Ronald
Rockhurst High School
Rockhurst Honorary Directors Association
Rockne Club of America
Romero, Cesar

Santoro, Rose

Savoldig Sr., Joe

Schaaf, Jim

Sciuto, Miss

Sciuto, Mrs. Carl
Simmons, John "Hi"
Smith, Carnie
Southwest Freight Lines
Spellman, Cardinal

St. Joseph, Missouri

St. Louis University Pope Pius XI1I Memorial Library

St. Louis, Missouri
Stephens, A. J.
Stevenson, Charles S.
Stewart, Joseph E.
Stigers, Bob

Stram, Hank
Sulluvin, John
Taylor, Corky

Texas Southern University
Thompson, Gary
Truman, Harry
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U.S. Army Air Defense Command
UNICO National
University of Cincinnati
University of Missouri
University of Notre Dame
Vagnozzi, Egidio

Veller, Don

Viviano, Mrs. Frank D.
Weissmuller, Johnny
White, Lou

Wilke, Louis

Wilkinson, Bud
Williams, Tony "Rizzo"
Wismer, Harry

Wyatt, Bowden

43
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Processed by Special Collections Librarian Kate Hill, January 2013.
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