Priests of Pallas Collection (SC44)

Introduction

This collection contains items relating to the annual Priests of Pallas festival held in
Kansas City during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The events were
comparable to Mardi Gras in New Orleans and the Veiled Prophet celebration in St.
Louis. This is an artificial collection created from items that were originally classed
in the library’s holdings.

Descriptive Summary

Tile: Priests of Pallas Collection

Dates: 1887-2007

Size: 8.9 linear feet, 9 boxes, 1 map drawer
Collection Number: SC44

Donor Information
Found in collection
Citation Note

Priests of Pallas Collection (SC44), Missouri Valley Special Collections, Kansas City
Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri.

Administrative Information

Related Collections: Additional items and information relating to the Priests of Pallas
may be found in Missouri Valley Special Collections local history collections. These
include: Vertical File - Priests of Pallas; Manuscript File - Bryan, Craig; Photograph
Collection (P1); Mrs. Sam Ray Postcard Collection (SC 58); Missouri Valley Special
Collections Postcard Collection (SC13-1); Frank Ford Photograph Collection (P4);
William Weber Collection (SC133); Native Sons Scrapbooks Microfilm Collection.

Biographical/Historical Sketch

The Priests of Pallas organization was founded in 1887 by a group of businessmen
known as the Flambeau Club. These men designed a festival based on the mythology
of the Greek goddess Athena meant attract agricultural and industrial commerce, as
well as general popular interest, to downtown Kansas City. The festival drew large
crowds on both a local and national scale — including notable figures such as William
Jennings Bryan and President Grover Cleveland. Highlights of the festival included
parties, masquerade balls, and parades featuring elaborate floats. While the themes,
costumes, and floats of the Priests of Pallas changed over the years, a Kansas City
resident was always chosen to portray Athena and oversee the events. The festival
usually took place during the first week of October from 1887 to 1912 (excluding
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1901), and then again in 1922 and 1923. The tradition was discontinued in 1924 due
to increasing costs and diminishing profits.

In 1894, the Karnival Krewe was introduced to be held in conjunction with the Priests
of Pallas festival. Led by a character known as "King Ki Ki," the Karnival was
intended to be similar to New Orleans' Mardi Gras festivities with parades and
parties. However, boisterous and riotous crowds forced the Karnival to be
discontinued in 1903.

The annual Priests of Pallas masquerade ball was briefly revived between 2005 and
2007 as a fundraiser for the Jackson County and Westport Historical Societies.

Scope and Content Note

The collection is arranged in seven series according to item type or subject, and
therein chronologically. Materials from the 21st century revival of the Priests of
Pallas are in a separate series. Oversize items are located in a map cabinet.

Series 1: Historical materials, n.d.

Items in this series provide information on Priests of Pallas events. Included are lists
of annual parade themes and official souvenirs.

Series 2: Official programs, 1888-1900

This series contains official programs produced for the Priests of Pallas parades.
These programs feature illustrations of parade floats in booklets and on posters, as
well as names of individuals on the executive committees. They also contain
advertisements from sponsors and businesses, the majority of which include pictorial
images of buildings.

Series 3: Souvenirs, invitations, and programs, 1887-1910

This series contains items produced by the Priests of Pallas organization to
commemorate the festival. The series includes elaborate and colorful souvenirs,
invitations to balls, dance cards, and programs from events. There are also two sets
of illustrated postcards from 1908 and 1910 that depict the parade floats of those
years.

Series 4: Karnival Krewe materials, 1895-1896

Materials in this series relate to Karnival Krew activities, held in conjunction with the
Priests of Pallas festivals. These items include advertisements, schedules, badges, an
official program from 1896, and decorative envelopes. A Karnival Kewe parade
poster from 1900 can be found in Series 5.

Series 5: Posters, viewbook, and news clippings, 1887-1910
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This series contains posters, a viewbook, and news clippings relating to Priests of
Pallas events. Most of these items feature illustrations or photographs of parade
floats. The viewbook contains photographs of prominent artwork and buildings of
Kansas City in 1899. Also included is a poster for the Karnival Krewe parade of
1900.

Series 6: Modern Priests of Pallas revival materials, 2005-2007

Items in this series relate to the Priests of Pallas masquerade ball that was revived
from 2005 to 2007 as a benefit for the Jackson County and Westport Historical
Societies. These materials include an official program, ball invitations, photographs
of the 2005 ball, and a sponsor request form.

Series 7: Artifacts, 1906-2005

Items in this series include artifacts that were produced as official souvenirs of the
original Priests of Pallas festivals. These souvenirs were popular annual features of
the festival as they were made in limited quantities and the molds were broken after
production. This series contains two small enamel trays, a porcelain desk holder, a
metal thermometer, a metal bud vase, and a cut glass box. These items are dated with
their respective years, and feature an image of Athena with the phrase "Priests of
Pallas" or the initials "P.O.P." Also included is an undated bronzed cup with
depictions of city buildings that may have been an unofficial souvenir of the festival.

Collection Inventory

The notation "MC" indicates the materials are located within a map cabinet. Items
with an "OS" notation are located within an oversize box.

Series 1: Historical materials, n.d.
f.1  Lists of parade themes
Series 2: Official programs, 1888-1900

Official Program, 1888 (2)
Official Program, 1889 (4) (MC)
Official Program, 1890 (4) (MC)
Official Program, 1891

Official Program, 1892 (4)
Official Program, 1893

Official Program, 1894 (2)
Official Program, 1895 (4)
Official Program, 1896 (2)
Official Program, 1897

Official Program, 1898

Official Program, 1899

Official Program, 1900 (2)
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Series 3: Souvenirs, invitations, and programs, 1887-1910

Patroness of Art souvenir, n.d.

Myth of Pallas Athene souvenir, n.d. (OS)

Illustrated Priests of Pallas Trades and Parade Paper, 1887 (OS)
Grand Ball invitation, 1887

Grand Ball invitation, 1888 (3)

Dance card, 1889 (OS)

Souvenir with faces, 1889 (OS)

Souvenir with flags, 1889 (OS)

Souvenir with envelope, 1891 (OS)

Seashell souvenir, 1891 (OS)

Ball invitation, 1894

Dance card, 1897

Dance program, 1898 (OS)

Dance card, 1899 (OS)

Epperson's Megaphone Minstrels program, 1905 (OS)
Ball invitation, 1906

Souvenir postcards, 1908 and 1910 (MC)
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Series 4: Karnival Krewe materials, 1895-1896

Karnival Krewe parade route, 1895 (3) (OS)
Karnival Krewe advertisement, 1895 (2) (OS)
Karnival Week advertisement, 1895 (2) (OS)
Karnival Krewe badges, 1895 (2)

Official Karnival Krewe Program, 1896
Karnival Krewe materials, 1896 and n.d. (OS)
Karnival Krewe envelopes, n.d. (4)
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Series 5: Posters, viewbook, and news clippings, 1887-1910

f. 39  Supplement parade posters, 1887 (4) (MC)

f. 40 Supplement parade posters, 1888 (3) (MC)

f. 41  News clipping, 1885; Kansas City World Pictorial Section, 1898; Karnival
Krewe poster, 1900 (MC)

f. 42  Viewbook of Kansas City, Carnival Week, 1899

f. 43 News clippings, 1909 and n.d.

f. 44 News clippings, 1910 (OS)

Series 6: Modern Priests of Pallas revival materials, 2005-2007

f. 45  Official Program, 2005 (2)

f. 46  Ball invitation, 2005 (2)

f. 47  Ball photographs and artist statement, 2005
f. 48  Ball invitation, 2006 (3)

f. 49 Sponsor letter and form, 2006

f. 50 Ball invitation, 2007
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Series 7: Artifacts, 1906-2005

1 Two enamel trays, one blue and one green, 1906
2 Porcelain pencil holder, 1907

3 Thermometer, 1911

4 Bud vase, 1924

5 Cut glass box, 2005

6 Bronzed cup, "Souvenir of Kansas City," n.d.
Index

This is not a comprehensive index. Included are names of individuals who are
acknowledged in the collection materials for organizing or participating in festival
events, as well as prominent sponsors. Entries for businesses, buildings, and
locations feature a pictorial image unless otherwise noted.

Abbott, W. J.

Abell, Mrs. M. B.
Abernathy & Doughty's
Abernathy, W. M.
Adair, Samuel

Allen, Mary E.
American Bank Building
Anderson, Mrs. H. H.
Anderson, Mrs. W. J.
Armour Packing Co.
Armour, K. B.

Armour, Lawrence
Armour, Mrs. K. B.
Arnold, Mrs. H. C.
Arnold, Pauline
Askew, Maude

Askew, Peake

Askew, William
Axman, C. D.

Axman, Mrs. C. D.
Baehr, William J.
Baer, Mrs.

Baird, W. G.
Baker, H. W.
Baker, Mrs. H. W.
Baldwin, C. P.

Bales, Walter J.
Barse, Sue

Barton Brothers
Barton, William
Beaham, Thomas C.
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20

36

39

27, 28, 36

41 (pictorial image)
41 (pictorial image)
2

36

36

10, 12

20, 26, 27, 28, 36
41 (pictorial image)
36

36

36

36

36

20, 26, 27, 28

2 (pictorial image), 17 (pictorial
image), 20

36

36

41 (pictorial image)
20

20

36

4,5,6,7,8,9, 10,11, 12, 13, 14,
26, 27, 28
3,4,5,6,7,8, 20, 26, 27, 28
36

17

26, 27, 28, 36

26, 27, 28
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Beattie, Dr. T. J.
Beattie, Mrs. T. J.
Becker, Edward J.
Bennett, H. W.
Benson, Mrs. W. E.
Benson, William E.
Berkley, Richard
Bernheimer, G.

Betz, Prof. Carl
Bigger, Irwin W.

Bird, Joseph T.
Birmingham, George F.
Black, Susie

Blades, W. H.
Bodwell, A. G.
Bovard, John A.
Branton, Mary Shaw
Braswell, Ray
Brelsford, C. E. H.
Brent, H. C.

Bridges, A. B.

Brodie, Arthur

Brodie, Francis
Brodnax, Mrs. A. J.
Browning, King & Co.
Brumback, Mrs. Frank
Bullene, Moore, Emery & Co.
Burcham, Grant
Burgess, Benjamin C.

Burnham, Hanna, Munger & Co.

Burnham, J. K.
Burnham, Jessie
Burnham, Mrs. J. K.
Burnham, Munger & Co.
Burrough, Phillip E.
Butterfield, F. W.

Butts, Alexander

Cady & Olmstead
Campbell, Charles
Cannon, James S.

Cannon, Mrs. J. S.
Carl Hoffman
Carter, Charles J.
Carter, Michael
Carter, Monica
Casey, Roy
Casey, Samuel L.

36

36

36

36

36

36, 37

45

26, 27, 28, 36

36

26

20, 26, 27, 28, 36
29

36

28

20

36

45

45

27, 28

20, 28

28

41 (pictorial image)
41 (pictorial image)
36

39

36

2

45

26, 27, 28

2

20, 26, 27, 28

36

36

39

36

17 (pictorial image)
28

2

28

2 (pictorial image), 3, 4, 5, 6, 17
(pictorial image), 20, 26, 27, 28,
36

36

11

26, 27

45

45

41(pictorial image)
27
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Central High School 42

Chick, J. S. 26, 27, 28

Child, H. P. 2 (pictorial image), 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
10, 20, 26, 27, 28

Childs, A. W. 27, 28

Childs, Mamie 36

Christopher, Dumon 41 (pictorial image)

City Hall 42

Clark, C. H. 36

Clark, John. S. 26, 27, 28, 36

Clarke, W. B. 20, 26, 27, 28, 36

Cleaver 11, Emanuel 45

Cleaver, Diane 45

Clendening, E. M. 2 (pictorial image), 3, 4, 5, 6, 17
(pictorial image), 20, 26, 27, 28,
29

Coates, A. C. 27, 28, 36

Coates, J. L. 26

Coates, Mrs. A. C. 36

Coates, Mrs. Sarah W. 36

Coatesworth, May 36

Conover Bros. 17

Conover, John 20, 36

Corle Cracker & Confectionery Co. 17

Corle, Mrs. J. F. 36

Cowen, W. W. 37

Cowen, William E. 36

Crabbs, F. D. 28, 36

Cravens, Mrs. J. K. 36

Cross, L. B. 7,8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 26, 27,
28

Darnell, Ora 41 (pictorial image)

Dart, E. M. 28

Dayton, Mrs. C. A. 36

Denny, J. S. 20

Dickey, W. S. 28

Dickinson, M. H. 20

Dillingham, John 45

Dillon, A. R. 28

Dobson, C. L. 20

Doggett Dry Goods Co. 42

Doggett, Fred S. 4,5,6,7,8,09,10, 11, 12, 13, 14,
20, 26, 27, 28

Doggett, John 26, 27, 28

Doggett, Mrs. Fred 36

Dold, A. W. 36

Dold, J. C. 26

Dold, Mrs. J. C. 36

Dole, Miriam 41 (pictorial image)
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Donohue, James

E. E. Menges & Co.

E. M. Clendening & Co.
Easton & Clark

Eaton, John F.

Edgecomb, E. F.
Emery, Bird, Thayer & Co.
Empire Brewery
English, Anna
Epperson, U. S.
Ess, Mrs. Henry N.
Evans, H. W.
Eyssell, Fred
Eyssell, George
Farr, Helen
Faxon, Frank A.
Federman, W. M.
Fennell, J. C.
Finlay, C. E.
Finney, C. E.
Fitch, C. N.
Flato, Mrs. F. W.
Flower, C. H.
Foote, George H.
Frawley, John. B.
Freyschlag, E. W.
Fulkerson, M. J.

Fuller, George W.
Furguson, H. S.

G. Bernheimer Bros. & Co.
G. Y. Smith & Co.

Gage, Marion

Galvin, James C.

Garland, H. N.

Garner Jr., Henry C.
Garney, Charles

Garney, Patty

Gaston, Lindsey

Gauthier, Vincent

Gaylord, Mrs. Hal
Geier-Pratt, Christie
Gentry, Elizabeth

George, Dorothy

George, Edward F.
George, Virginia

Gilham, Robert

Golden Eagle Clothing House

26, 27, 28, 36

17

2 (advertisement), 39
17

20, 26, 27, 28, 41 (pictorial
image)

36

9,10, 11, 12

17

36

13, 14, 26, 27, 28, 29, 36
36

10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 26, 27, 28
36

36

36

5, 6, 26, 27, 28, 36
41 (pictorial image)
28

26, 27, 28

26, 27

36

36

28

36

36

26, 27, 28

2 (pictorial image), 3, 17
(pictorial image), 20
26, 27, 28, 36

28

2

2,39

41 (pictorial image)
26

36

26, 27, 28

45

45

45

45

36

45

36

41 (pictorial image)
26, 27

41 (pictorial image)
26, 27, 36

2, 17

Missouri Valley Special Collections ¢ http://www.kchistory.org ¢ 14 W. 10th St., Kansas City, MO 64105 + 816.701.3427




Goodman, Mrs. L. A.
Gorman, Anita
Gorman, Gerald
Gottstein, Beth

Graff, Augustus M.
Graff, Hap

Grand Central Station
Grand Missouri Hotel
Grant, W. H.

Green, T. A.

Gregg, Miss

Griest, L. A.

Griffith, J. D.
Griffith, Mrs. J. D.
Gross, George P.
Gross, Mrs. George P.
Gunn, Mrs. Fred
Hackaday, Harmon & Row
Hagenbuch, George W.
Hagerman, Mrs. Frank
Hall, Dr. C. Lester
Hall, F. L.

Hall, Jessie

Hall, Mrs. W. Ewing
Hall, William A.
Halley, Georgia
Halliwell, Walter S.
Hamilton, A. D. L.
Hamilton, David L.
Hardin, Mrs. B. T.
Harkless, James H.
Harper, Mrs. Henry
Harris, Maggie
Harvey, Catherine
Hastings, F. S.
Havens, J. D.
Havens, Joseph D.
Heim, Joseph J.
Henrici, W. C.
Herrick, J. E.

Hey, Fred C.

Heyer, Frank
Hibbard, Charles A.

Hidden, Harry M.
Hilton, Alex
Hingston, S. J.
Hinkle, May

36

45

45

45

36, 37

45

9

9

26, 27, 28

28

36

41 (pictorial image)
20

36

36, 37

36

36

10

36

36

27, 36

27, 28

36

36

45

36

26, 27, 28

26, 27, 28

36

36

26, 41 (pictorial image)
36

41 (pictorial image)
41 (pictorial image)
28

28

26, 27

26, 27, 28, 36

41 (pictorial image)
17 (pictorial image)
36

41 (pictorial image)
2 (pictorial image), 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,
8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 20, 26,
27, 28

26, 36

36

20

36
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Hochstetler, Mrs. C. E.
Hockaday, Rollins M.
Holland, Jack

Holland, Karen
Holmes, Conway J.
Holmes, Guy

Holmes, Walton H.
Homes, Cornelius
Homes, Guy

Honig, Peregrine
Hood, Abner

Horton, Mrs. J. C.
Hotel Savoy

Howe, F. M.

Hubbell, Ira C.
Hughes, Mrs. Fred
Hunt, Graham

Hunt, Judy

Hunt, R. H.

Huttig, Fred

Huttig, Mrs. Fred
Huttig, William
Hynds, D. M.

Hyres, Mrs. S.
Interstate Investment Co.
Irwin & Eaton Crockery Co.
Irwin, L. E.

Irwin, S. D.

J. B. Barnaby & Co. Clothiers
Jaccard Watch and Jewelry Co.
Jaccard, Eugene G. E.

Jaccard, Mrs. E. G. E.

Jaccard, Walter M.

Jackson County Court House

James D. Husted Real Estate & Loans
James, J. C.

James, Thomas

Jaramillo, Mary Lou

Jarvis, S. M.

Jarvis-Conklin Mortgage & Trust Co.
Jenkins, C. W.

Jewett, E. S.

Joffee, Odell

Jones, J. Logan

Jones, J. M.

Jones, J. Martin

Jones, James M.

36

28

45

45

27, 28

27

20, 26, 27, 28, 36
20

26

45

26, 27, 28

36

9

28

26, 36

41 (pictorial image)
45

45

17 (pictorial image), 20
26, 27

36

26, 27, 28

36

36

2 (advertisement)
17

2 (pictorial image), 3, 17
(pictorial image), 20
36

2

2 (advertisement)
36, 37

36

26

42

2

26, 27, 28, 36

26, 27, 28

45

20

2

26, 27, 28

36

41 (pictorial image)
26, 27, 28

20

6,7,8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 26,
28

26, 27, 28
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Jones, L. M. 28

Jones, Mrs. J. M. 36

Jones, Selby 20
Kumpf, H. C. 26
Kansas City Hardware Co. 2, 17
Kansas City Roofing & Corrugating Co. 13, 14
Kansas City's Grand Fair 2 (advertisement)
Karnes, J. V. C. 26, 27, 28
Karnes, May 36
Kasson, H. R. 26
Kaufman, F. L. 26, 27, 28
Keeley Institute 14

Keith Furniture & Carpet Co. 39

Keith, Charles
Keith, Jessie
Keith, Margaret
Keith, Mrs. R. H.
Keith, R. H.
Keith, Robert
Kelly, Catherine
Kemper, Jonathan
Kerr, Day

Kerr, Whitney
Ketchum, Pearl
Kevill & Waples's
Kimball, E. R.
Kinneard, A. C.
Klinkenberg, Kevin
Ladish, Clement
Lally, Fred E.
Lane, J. L.

Lang, H. F.

Lang, Herman F.
Law, George
Law, Mrs. George
Lawrence, M. E.

Lawton, William A.

Leavens, K. G.
Lee, Laura

Leiter, J. C.

Levi, Peter S.
Lockwood, J. E.
Logan, Dr. J. E.
Logan, Mrs. J. E.
Lombard, James L.

Lombard, Mrs. J. L.

Long, Adam
Long, Lewis J.
Long, Mrs. Adam
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41 (pictorial image)
36

36

36

26, 27, 28

20, 26, 27, 28, 36
36

45

45

45

36

17

26, 27, 28

29

45

41 (pictorial image)
26

41 (pictorial image)
29

36

36, 37

36

41 (pictorial image)
36

29

36

26

45

36

36

36

26

36

20

26, 27, 28

36
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Loomas, J. P.

Loose, Mrs. J. S.
Lopez, George

Losee, Mrs. M. H.
Lyons, Henry E.
Manes, Richard
Manheimer, J. C.
Marsh, Miss

Martin, E. L.

Martin, Mrs. E. R.
Marty, Mrs. Albert
Matheny Jr., Edward
Mather, Lelia
Matteson, Frances
Mauro Sr., Albert
McChutcheon, Howard
McCollum, Lon. W.
McCord, Francis
McCord, R. H.
McCoy, John C.
McCoy, Mary
McCutcheon, Howard
McDougal, H. C.
McDougal, Mrs. H. C.
McElroy, Mrs. Hugh
McGowan, Hugh J.
McGowan, James
McPherson, J. J.
McQuaid, J. H.
Medina, Cris
Menges, E. E.

Mercer, Etta
Mercer, J. R.
Merrill, J. Will
Merrill, Mrs. Henry

Merriwether, Mrs. Hunter M.

Metcalf, George
Mettsker, Helen
Metzler, Steve
Meyer, A. R.
Meyer, Mrs. A. R.
Midland Hotel
Miller, Warwick E.
Miner, Rice R.
Mitchell, I. G.
Mitchell, Mrs. C. B.

2 (pictorial image), 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,
8,9 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17
(pictorial image), 20, 26, 27, 28
36

45

41 (pictorial image)
45

45

3,20

36

20, 26, 27, 28

36

36

45

41 (pictorial image)
36

45

27, 28

28

26, 27

28

36, 37

36

20, 36

36

36

36

26, 27, 28

28

36

29

45

2 (pictorial image), 17 (pictorial
image), 20

36

26, 27, 28

7,8,9, 10, 26, 27, 28
36

36

27, 28

36

45

26, 27, 28

36

9,10,11,12

26

26, 27, 28

36

36
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Moffet, A. H.
Montgomery, J. W.
Moore, John. W.
Moore, Walton N.
Morrow, Thomas R.
Morse, C. F.

Moss, C. E.
Mossbacher, Etta
Mott, Mrs. Will
Murdock, C. A.

Murray, C. R.

Myers, George M.
Nathan, A. F.
National Bank of Kansas City
Nave, James M.

Neff, J. H.

Nelson, W. R.
Nelson, Wyan
Nettleton, Mrs. G. H.
New York Life Building
Newsome, Cynthia E.
Newsome, Edward J.
Newsome, Robert
Noll, Steve

North, Belle

North, Orrison & Co.
Norton, Alice

Nutter Jr., James B.
Nutter Sr., James B.
Oglebay, Frank M.
Ogleshby, F. M.
O'Neill, Pat

Orr, H. C.

Parker, C. D.
Patterson, J. M.
Peake, C. A.

Pearson, Richard I.
Peck, George B.
Peet, William
Peppard, Annie
Peppard, J. G.
Perrin, C. G.

Perrin, C. J.
Perrin, Mayme
Philbrook, O. W.
Pipes, D. S.
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36

11, 12, 13, 14, 26, 27, 28
36

26, 27, 28

26, 27, 28

26, 27, 28

20

41 (pictorial image)

36

34,5,6,7,8,9,10, 11, 12, 13,
14, 20, 26, 27, 28

26, 27, 28

7,8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 26, 28
26, 27

2

26, 27, 28

36

20, 26, 27, 28

20

36

42

45

45

45

45

41 (pictorial image)
2,17

41 (pictorial image)

45

45

26, 27, 28

20

45

36

28, 36

20

2 (pictorial image), 3, 4, 17
(pictorial image), 20

36, 37

27, 28

36

41 (pictorial image)

26, 27, 28
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